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Blooming marvellous

W hen I think of May, I think of 
flowers in bloom, the two Bank 
Holidays and my merriment at 
the fact it’s edging ever closer to 
summer territory (as an August 

baby, summer is indisputably my favourite season). 
It just so happens that May 2013 is shaping up to be 
pretty marvellous. The cold snap is FINALLY behind 
us (I’m glad to see the back of the coldest March 
since records began) and the sun has stuck around 
enough to warrant chants of ‘let’s sit outside’. 

So do head outside. If the above picture has 
inspired you, head across the river this month and 
celebrate the Chelsea Flower Show’s centenary (I 
just love the roses, which were photographed at the 
show in 1964). There will be an extra special show 
garden there this year in the shape of The First 
Touch Garden, designed by Patrick Collins, in 
celebration of the charity that supports the neonatal 
unit at St George’s Hospital. A worthy cause indeed.

We also have some good news here at SW 
Resident. Following on from our redesign last 
month we’re now the proud owners of a fancy 
new look website. Head to swresident.co.uk to 
keep up with your local magazine digitally.  

Sudi describes herself as a 
‘fanatical foodie/highly 
experienced gastro-travel 
journalist/trend consultant 
with definitive antennae for 
what’s new among chefs, 
hoteliers and food 
producers’ on her Twitter 
page. Follow her  
@Sudifoodie.

This month’s contributors
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Lorraine Crighton-Smith 
Editor, SW Resident

Sudi Pigott

After a career running his 
own restaurants Christopher 
Nye became a full-time 
writer following 
publication of his first book 
Maximum Diner. His latest 
book, Weekends to Brag 
About: 100 Adventures in 
Britain’s Great Outdoors, 
was published last year. 

Christopher Nye

Elliot Tucker is a freelance 
journalist born and bred in 

west London. He is our 
resident history writer and 

contributes features on a 
wide range of topics from 

music to sport and the arts.

 

Elliot Tucker
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ALL CHANGE AT THE PUTNEY EXCHANGE 
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LOCAL LIFE

Work has begun to give 
Putney High Street a much-
needed boost, with 

substantial changes afoot for SW15’s 
Exchange Shopping Centre. As well as 
developing the existing space and 
expanding it upwards, the revamp will 
see properties 96-98 (formerly occupied 
by Thomas Cook and Millets) demolished 
and redeveloped to give the shopping 
centre’s entrance a fresh new look.

As part of the refurb, a 21,250 sq ft 
space will be created on the first floor 
to make way for high-street favourite 
H&M, with a spring 2014 target 
opening date.

Major investment from the owners 
of the Exchange will fund the new 
redevelopment. ‘This new, 
contemporary scheme will allow 
Putney to develop its point of 
difference... Not only will it improve 

the town centre’s appeal but it will 
create a modern, attractive 
environment that we hope residents 
and visitors will want to spend time in,’ 
says Anne Partridge, centre manager. 

 Another notable change is to the 
name  – the owners have listened to locals 
and the shopping hub will now officially 
be known again as the Putney Exchange! 
A monthly newsletter will aim to keep 
residents and shoppers informed.

All the latest news in your neighbourhood
VICTORIA BECKHAM 
SNAPS UP SPAR IN SW
Tana Ramsay’s All About the Girl on 

Northcote Road recently celebrated its 

first birthday so when we caught wind 

of Tana’s friend, Victoria Beckham, 

having bought a spa in Battersea we 

wanted to get the number on speed dial 

for manis, pedis and massages… 

But then we read the story, and saw 

the ‘r’ at the end of Spar and the penny 

dropped. Victoria wasn’t opening a 

beauty spa after all, but she had snapped 

up the 850sq ft disused corner shop in 

Parkgate Road to turn it into office space 

for her ever-expanding fashion empire!

You told us
@RossopomodoroUK: Photos of our new 
Wandsworth restaurant soon! @SWmagazine
@deniseswltv: @SWmagazine it’s a television and 
chocolate egg kinda day#lazybones
@allotinabox “@SWmagazine: Is something 
happening around #Putney #Fulham 
#Hammersmith #Chiswick #Barnes today??  
#boatrace” @TheGoatRace is on too 
Follow us @SWmagazine 

We asked what you thought of visually when you 
think of South West London, you said:
Lynsey S: The cocktails at Be At One
Sarah Bell: The view from Richmond Hill, the 
Thames, Richmond Park, Clapham Common.  
I could go on.
MadeForMums Wandsworth: Pushchairs and 
buggies? ;)
Mark Janson-Smith: Battersea Power Station
Join the conversation at facebook.com/SWmag

GET IN TOUCH...
@SWmagazine swmag

Maisy the mongrel 
finds a home
Battersea Dogs Home has 
found a home for their 
longest-staying resident, 
Maisy the Mongrel, who has 
spent almost half her life in 
kennels. The two-year-old dog 
was brought to Battersea as a 
stray on New Year’s Day 2011, 
when she was found wandering 
on the streets. Staying with the 
charity 12 times longer than the 
average time it takes to re-home 
dogs, Maisy was with Battersea 
for a total of 341 days before 
finding the right home with 
Sally and Malcolm Crockford 
in Guildford.

Sally said: ‘It didn’t take 
long for Maisy to settle in 
with us, she’s made herself at 
home very quickly. Can you 
offer a home to a Battersea 
animal? Call 0843 509 4444.

  SW
LOVES
resident

NEWS
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KITCHENS  •  BEDROOMS  •  BATHROOMS  •  INTERIORS  •  PROJECT MANAGEMENT

65 ABBEVILLE ROAD
LONDON SW4 9JW

020 8673 0572

www.eclecticinteriors.co.uk

eclectic 
I N T E R I O R S 

Please visit our new website

KITCHENS BEDROOMS BATHROOMS
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Get your tastebuds ready for the 
return of the Fabulous Feast on St 
John’s Hill. Hundreds of hungry 

diners can enjoy a selection of £15 menus 
offered in all participating venues – it could 
be two cocktails and a sharing platter or a 
three-course tasting menu. Each menu will 
be different and offers the opportunity for 
the venue to showcase their specialty or 
signature dish. With many new additions to 

the food and drink selection on the street, 
this week-long celebration of all things to 
eat and drink is sure to be a filling one. 

WHAT IS THE BIG ‘OPEN KITCHEN’ EVENT? 
St John’s Hill will be lined with live cookery 
demonstraions, interactive classes and tutored tastings 
and there will also be a variety of food stalls.

WHEN IS THE FABULOUS FEAST?
On Saturday 18 May from 11am until 5pm. 

WILL THERE BE FOOD READY  
TO EAT AVAILABLE?
Stands held by the traders of St John’s Hill 
and visiting members of London’s renowned 
street food community will offer delicious 
ready-to-eat items such as handmade pizza, 
locally brewed ales and plenty of baked goods.

 The Fabulous Feast 2013 opens from 
Monday 13, until Sunday 19 May. Some of 
the events hosted by the venues will be 
free and others paid for – check the details 
and the menus on the street website and 
book in advance where indicated. 
St John’s Hill, Battersea; stjohnshill.co.uk

THE SOUTHSIDE PLAYERS 
PRESENT ‘ALLO ‘ALLO
The award-winning Southside Players present ‘Allo ‘Allo, a comedy by 
Jeremy Lloyd and David Croft, based on the popular TV series. The 
Fallen Madonna with the big you-know-whats is coming to Balham 
and she’s just one of the many females in Rene’s life. The hapless café 
owner in war-torn France is struggling to hide the Madonna from 
the Germans, hide his affair with Yvette from Mimi and his affair 
with Mimi from Yvette, while hiding himself from Michelle of the 
Resistance, and everything from his wife, Edith! 
’Allo ‘Allo will run on Wednesday 29 May at 7.45pm and Saturday 1 
June at 7.45pm and 5pm, tickets cost £10 concessions , £7.50. 

 Box office: 07914 657 524. Chestnut Grove Theatre at Chestnut Grove 

School, Boundaries Road, Balham SW12 8JZ;.southsideplayers.org.uk

TRINITY 
HOSPICE 

COUNTRY 
FAYRE

Enjoy a bit of country heaven 
in the city at Trinity Hospice’s 

returning Country Fayre, 
with entertainment for all 

the family. Trinity Hospice – a 
local charity providing skilled 
care for terminally ill patients 
and their families in the South 

West and central London – 

will once again be welcoming 
the public into their award-
winning gardens on Sunday 
19 May. The family-fun day 
will include many attractions 
for visitors to enjoy, including 

a farmers’ market, petting 
farm, archery and a hog roast. 
Last year’s event was hugely 

popular with over 600 people 
attending and £7,000 was 
raised – enough to fund a 

Trinity community nurse for 
two months. 

Tickets cost £5 for adults and £1 
for children under 12. Tickets can 

be bought on the day or in advance 
by visiting trinityhospice.org.

uk/countryfayre. Family tickets (two 
adults, two children) cost £10 and 

must be booked by May 17.
Trinity Hospice, 30 Clapham Common 

North Side SW4 ORN; 020 7787 1000; 

trinityhospice.org.uk/countryfayre

TASTEBUD TICKLING FEAST

Theatre

ARENA
Charity fayre

Food festival
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FAMILY LAW SOLICITORS
Expert personal service

FFormer Barristers, Member of the Law Society’s Family Law Panel
Accredited Specialists of Resolution 

Piercy & Co
Divorce - Children 

Matrimonial Property and Finance 

Cohabitation 

Pre-nuptial Agreements

39 Carson Road Dulwich London SE21 8HT
Tel: 020 8766 6805 
www.piercysolicitors.com

Buying a home is one of the most
stressful and time  consuming
experiences you will undertake.
Hilda Herterich Property specialises in property search,
relocation services and also offers a comprehensive property
management and interior design service.

By outsourcing your property search you can avoid distractions
at work or concentrate on what matters at home, knowing that
someone else is working diligently and discreetly to find you
the right property on the best possible terms.

If you are thinking of buying or renting a
property in London or would like help managing
your portfolio, please call us on
07884 227 270 or email hilda@hhproperty.co.uk
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EVITA ON STAGE AT NEW 
WIMBLEDON THEATRE
Featuring some of musicals’ most iconic songs, including Don’t Cry For Me Argentina 
and On This Night of a Thousand Stars, Tim Rice and Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Evita 
will open at the New Wimbledon Theatre for six performances from Wednesday 15 
May. Telling the story of Eva Peron, wife of former Argentine dictator Juan Peron, 

Evita follows Eva’s journey from humble 
beginnings through to extraordinary wealth, 
power and iconic status, which ultimately leads 
her to be heralded as the ‘spiritual leader of the 
nation’ by the Argentine people. Solo-singer, 
recording artist, and former member of Wet Wet 
Wet, Marti Pellow will play Che, a character who 
reflects the voice of the Argentine people and, 
linked to Eva by destiny, brings conflict to the 
story of her rise to fame.

 Evita will run from Wednesday 15 to Saturday 18 May, 
tickets cost £10-£32. Box office: 0844 871 7646 
New Wimbledon Theatre, 93 The Broadway SW19 1QG; 

020 8545 7900; atgtickets.com

Theatre

ARENA

SPRING EXHIBITION 
FROM THE SOCIETY  
OF FULHAM ARTISTS 
AND POTTERS  
Following hot on the heels of the 
hugely successful Diamond Exhibition 
last autumn, The Society of Fulham 
Artists and Potters will present their 
first exhibition of 2013 this May. The 
new work will be on show in the 
Exhibition Hall at Fulham Library, for 
six days. The exhibition will be open 
to the public, free entry, from 15 to 
19 May, and will be officially opened 
at the Private View on May 14 by 
Councillor Frances Stainton. 

 Exhibition Hall, Fulham Library, 598 Fulham 

Road, Fulham SW6 5NX; sofap.co.uk

Country show
MOVE TO THE 

COUNTRY SHOW 
AT THE BAC

 In its seventh annual event, The 
Move to the Country Show co-

hosted by Douglas & Gordon will 
open on Tuesday 14 May 2013, 

2pm to 7pm, at Battersea 
Arts Centre. Supported by 

Country Life magazine, 32 of the 
finest country agents will offer their 
advice to homeowners planning to 
make their move to the country. 
From rectories to chocolate box 
cottages, a broad spectrum of 

properties will be available for sale 
and to rent. Whether you want to 

move to or invest in property 
outside the capital, there will be 
experienced experts on hand to 

offer their advice.  

 Free admission.
The Grand Hall, Battersea Arts Centre, 

Lavender Hill, Batterea SW11 5TN

Art exhibition
PALACE ART AND CRAFT FAIR

If anyone benefitted from the year of 
miserable weather, it must have been 

the craft industry, as people sat indoors 
painting, weaving, sculpting and 

whittling. You can see the fruits of all 
that labour at Fulham Palace from 17 to 
19 May. There will be jewellery, textiles, 
glass, ceramics, furniture, photography 

and paintings to buy. If you have a 
spare £75,000 you might acquire the 
astonishing Jewel of the Universe, a 

330,000-piece stained glass portrait of 
the Earth, being sold to raise money for 

charities in Sierra Leone. 
 palaceartfair.co.uk 

Craft fair





I f there’s one thing I’m suspicious 
of in a person it’s a dislike of 
chocolate and with this in mind 
I bring you an account of my 
daughter’s recent chocolate 

birthday party. (I know: the only thing 
worse than attending a child’s party is 
hearing in detail about the ones you 
haven’t.)

This will interest you I promise: every 
year for ten years we have thrown a 
birthday party for her and every year it 
has cost £500. When we’ve been quids-
in and in the mood to splurge it has cost 
£500 and when we’ve been out of work 
and eating soil it has cost £500. If we 
ignored the day altogether my bank 
account would be hacked and £500 
stolen. So it’s one of those inflation-
resistant constants, like the cost of a 
flight to New York.

Anyway, birthday number ten. I’d 
heard of the Green & Black’s chocolate 
workshops, but felt like doing something 
more artisanal (i.e. within walking 
distance of my door) and so I booked 
Melange. Melange is the shop in 
Peckham that has just opened a 
Chocolate Museum in SW9. And the 
best bit is that this party will cost less 
than £500!

It is essential to point out that no 
discount was received for this event: I do 
not do freebies. I pays my money and I 
writes what I pleases.

So, the party. We arrive at 2pm with 
ten small girls – well, some as tall as 
their mothers now – but still young and 
innocent, entirely accepting of a Taylor 
Swift lyric.

‘They’re really well behaved,’ I tell 
Chloë, the chocolatier in charge (now 
there’s a job title to aspire to). ‘You’ll 
have no trouble.’

‘This is my first time,’ she confides. 
It’s a classic warning sign and one duly 
ignored, as all warning signs tend to be. 
Instead Andrew and I take our assigned 
armchairs and are given bowls of melted 
chocolate to sip – though a soup spoon 
would be helpful.

You can guess what happens next. 
The ‘well-behaved’ girls go mental. 

Admittedly the feral urge is held at bay 
during the science bit at the beginning, 
when they are asked where the cacao 
bean comes from (‘Willy Wonka’s’) and 
why it is that we feel so nice when we’ve 
eaten chocolate (‘Because we’re all 
oompa loompas!’), but as soon as the 
product itself appears, shrieks 
immobilise the entire canine population 
south of the river and all bets are off.

Buttercream is smeared into 
hundreds of crude spheres, tempering 
chocolate assaulted like Jackson Pollack 
engaged in a dirty protest, bowls of the 
stuff smoothed on faces and elbows, 
knees and noses stained with fudge. It is 
Lord of the Flies with ganache and I 
can’t quite tell who is Piggy. Chloë, 
possibly.

‘No need to shout girls,’ she shouts.
‘I can’t handle this,’ Andrew says, and 

promptly leaves the premises for the 
pub. Only fathers do this. Mothers are 
biologically hardwired to know that you 
cannot leave ten minors in the care of a 
complete stranger holding a large bowl 
of molten cream. Spooky, isn’t it?

I put my earplugs in.
And so through the chocolate-making 

process the girls romp and roar, like a 
battalion of Keith Moons, and before 
you can say ‘psychoactive ingredient’ the 
chocolates are dipped, decorated and 
bagged, ribbons tied. You can’t say it’s 
not good value: they’ve got at least five 
sacks each, plus ribbons to spare for 
their hair.

‘What’s happening with the parents 
picking up?’ Chloë asks me.

‘They’re coming at five o’clock, as 
agreed,’ I tell her. ‘You know it’s only 
four now?’

‘Is it? It can’t be. They shouldn’t have 
finished all the tasks this early!’

‘They’re obviously very talented 
chocolatiers,’ I say. ‘Maybe you’d like 
them to help you out every Saturday?’

For the first time fear is visible in her 
eyes. ‘Maybe,’ she says. 

 Want to visit The Chocolate Museum like Louise did? 

Find it at 187 Ferndale Road, Brixton SW9

louisecandlish.co.uk; @louise_candlish
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OPINION

Louise Candlish
Looking for a children’s party with a difference? Then head to Brixton’s 

equivalent of Willy Wonka’s Chocolate Factory (if you’re feeling brave enough) 

And so through 
 the chocolate-making 
process the girls romp 

and roar, like a battalion 
of Keith Moons 
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I n the rest of the UK, as pubs 
close down and high streets lose 
out to online shopping, you start 
to wonder whether people really 
want to spend time in each 

other’s company at all. In South West 
London, however, three friends are 
proving that in Battersea and Clapham 
at least, friendship and conviviality rules.

Not only have the three friends made 
a huge success of their small chain of 
welcoming pubs – Renaissance Pubs – 
but they’ve done it while remaining the 
best of mates since childhood. They have 
also used their intimate knowledge of 
the area to create a hyper local 
economy, selling beer brewed in 
Battersea, gin distilled in Clapham and 
meat from their own farm. Now, ten 
years since starting, they’re about to 
embark on a grand series of birthday 
parties and promotions including a one-

off competition that could be the best 
pub prize you’ll ever win. 

Tom Peake and Mark Reynolds (both 
38) met at prep school in south London 
aged nine, went to Harrow school 
together and then Oxford Brookes Uni. 

There, they became good friends with 
another Old Harrovian, Nick Fox (39), 
and all ended up in the Battersea area. 

Tom had abandoned his studies to 
bar tender his way around the world, 
while Mark’s parents owned a couple of 

restaurants in London. So, rather than 
being a bunch of City boys who fancied 
owning a pub, they have been through 
the trade from top to bottom, pulling 
pints and mopping floors. They are also 
local lads, Tom being from Battersea, 
Mark from Richmond, and Nick making 
the move south from Fulham to Battersea 
15 years ago.

In 2000, they set up their first business, 
Cinnamon Cay, a 45-cover restaurant on 
Lavender Hill. Mark did the cooking, 
Tom was behind the bar and in charge 
of advertising, and Nick looked after the 
financial side. These were good times, 
says Nick: ‘I enjoyed it enormously, once 
it became obvious it was going to do well. 
We’d just finished at university and had 
lots of friends living near us. Mind you, I 
wasn’t doing the washing up at midnight.’ 

But even for the person who was, the 
arrangement with friends worked, says 
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Perfect TEN 
Renaissance Pubs is ten years old this year. Christopher Nye meets the founders 
who have remained the best of friends during a difficult yet fruitful decade

Tom Peake, Mark Reynolds and Nick Fox celebrate ten 
years in the pub and restaurant trade with a pint

Renaissance Pubs have 
created a hyper local 
economy, selling beer 

brewed in Battersea, gin 
distilled in Clapham



Mark: ‘Because in the early days it was 
so good being able to focus on serving 
the customers without having to worry 
about doing the PAYE late at night or 
paying the rent.’ Being three friends 
running the business has been the key to 
their success says Tom: ‘Three is the 
magic number. With two, there can be 
arguments. With three, there’s another 
person to calm things down.’  

By late 2002 the trio were ready to 
open their second business, The 
Abbeville pub in Clapham. Three years 
later, the White Hart in Kennington 
followed, since renamed The Tommyfield. 
In 2006, they bought and revamped The 
Stonhouse, off Clapham High Street. 

As Tom explains: ‘Running small 
businesses is bloody hard work and it’s 
only when you begin to grow that you get 
a bit of breathing space.’ That early 
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division of responsibility kept on working 
for them, though with Mark now upgraded 
to being in charge of operations, Tom on 
pub design and marketing, Nick still 
looking after the money. 

With the opening of the Bolingbroke 
in Northcote Road in September 2008, 
the model of buying run-down pubs and 
converting them to beautifully-stylish 
places where you want to spend time 
and money, has worked. And the vital 
importance of local knowledge becomes 
clear when you hear how they decided 
on their sixth site, The Avalon. ‘When 
I was collecting the change for The 
Abbeville I used to see the manager of 
The Avalon collecting, like, three 
thousand pound coins, while I was 
collecting a couple of hundred. So I knew 
it was a successful pub,’ says Mark. 

In late 2008 they convinced the owner 
of The Avalon to sell. ‘People thought we 
were mad,’ says Tom, ‘taking on such a 
huge building, with a garage and Burger 
King across the road. But we loved the 
scale of it and believed that with its 
massive garden, it could create its own 
gravity.’ 

Mark adds: ‘Around here, 200 yards 
can make a big difference to your 
market. Just up the road, the Abbeville is 
more of a cosy village pub, with locals at 
the bar. Here, we have DJs at the 
weekend and get a younger crowd.’ 

‘We’re not really a chain,’ says Tom, 
‘because each pub is so different. As 
soon as we say yes to a site, we say, 
right, what is the area lacking?’ The 
Avalon is now their flagship site, with 
170 covers inside and 200 outside. Just 
to show they weren’t frightened off by 
any triple dip recession, they opened a 
sixth pub, The Rosendale in Dulwich in 
2011 (but sold Cinnamon Cay). 

Now the team are focusing on doing 
things better. For example, while some 
operators have resorted to cheaper raw 
materials (with disastrous results), they 
have been going in the opposite 

Renaissance Pubs opened The Rosendale in 
Dulwich in 2011, but closed Cinnamon Cay

The Stonhouse, just off Clapham High Street, 
underwent a Renaissance Pubs renovation

The garden of The Avalon pub in Clapham 
South makes it an ideal summer destination
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We’re not really a chain 
because each pub is so 

different. As soon as we 
say yes to a site, we ask 

what is the area lacking?

direction. In 2011 they bought a farm in 
Hampshire, and now produce their own 
free-range chickens, lamb and pigs, who 
spend their days munching leftovers 
from Abel and Cole organic veg boxes in 
their own two-and-a-half-acre wood. ‘It 
costs us a bit more,’ says Tom, ‘but we 
know the provenance of our meat, and 
it’s good for the managers, who can get 
involved and be much more creative, 
actually making the burgers and 
sausages themselves.’

That creativity will be put to the test 
as part of the 10th birthday celebrations, 
when each pub’s chef will be given a pig 
with which to make the best dishes 
possible, using every bit from nose to 
tail. ‘We haven’t made the mistake of 
giving the pigs names like we did in the 
early days,’ says Tom.

The 10 successful years will also be 
marked by brewing their own beer, gin 
and wine. The tasting have been fun, 
says Tom: ‘for the London Ten beer, 
which will be brewed in Battersea, we 
and the staff went down to Kent to 
choose the hops, smelling them, 
discussing them, seeing what marries 
well with what. And we were able to 
name the Renaissance Hop, which was 
discovered growing in a hedgerow.’ 

That beer, gin and wine (the wine 
isn’t from South London), will be ready 
in time for the birthday parties beginning 
on 2 May. There will be promotions in 
each of the pubs, parties in some, and 
thousands of £10 off vouchers flying 
through people’s letterboxes. Even better, 
anyone who registers online will be 
entered into a competition to win a free 
two-course meal, every week, in any of 
the pubs, any time or day, for ten years. 

The joy that the guys have in the 
business is clearly infectious. All three 
now have at least two children and can 
spend some time away – Tom in Cornwall, 
Mark in Hampshire but they still enjoy 
meeting in the pubs whenever possible. 
So when you hear that pubs are closing 
and the high street is in trouble, relax, 
we’re social animals. Someone will be 
along to revive your local’s fortunes soon. 
Maybe you, if you can get a couple of 
mates to share the fun. 

 renaissancepubs.co.uk

PROFILE

Team Renaissance: Tom Peake, Mark Reynolds and 
Nick Fox take a well-earned rest by their beer barrels
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Wind In Your Sail
Peter de Loriol looks back on the history of the Clapham Model Yacht Club 
and Clapham Common’s Long Pond, home to model sailing since the 1880s

N oel Coward (1899-1973), the actor, 
singer playwright and wit, spent a 
brief time living with his parents 

at 51 Clapham Common Southside. As a 
child he occasionally crossed the road to 
sail his boat on Long Pond, now home of 
the Clapham Model Yacht Club (CMYC).

Number 1 Rookery Road, facing Long 
Pond, is home to the latest in a long line 
of Model Boat clubs that have ploughed 
the sometimes heavy waves of the pond 
since at least the 1880s. Evidence 
suggest that model boats have been 
sailing on this pond since the mid 19th 
Century and there is proof that a club 
operated in 1887, when The Boys Own 
Paper referred to the Clapham Club 
holding its annual regatta that year. By 
1911 the Model Yacht Association – with 
a set of rules – came into being, meaning 
that the members can compete in 
National and international races.

Clubs have come and gone, but the 
present club, the CMYC, has been in 
operation since 1934, apart from the war 
years. At times the pond was so popular 
on Sundays that members had to get 
there early enough to be able to find a 
space to launch a boat. Furthermore in 
those days there was no clubhouse as 
such to store boats – it wasn’t until 
sometime after the Second World War 
that the clubhouse was built.

Originally boats had no engines and 
were set on a pre-set course, up the 
length of the pond and back. Long poles 
helped to maintain the boats on an even 
course. This meant that each boat 
needed two crew, one at the start and 
another at the other end. The 1970s were 
boom years for the club – it was the 
advent of the radio control! Fleets of 
yachts could be sailed at any one time 
with the different radio frequencies. 
Furthermore the controls gave rudder as 
well as sail control and there was a 
greater variety of boat classes and sizes. 
Races followed the full size ‘Olympic 
course’ of a basic triangle.

Races are every Sunday, weather 
permitting. Ice may stop the boats sailing 
but torrential rains and squally weather 
make the races all the more exciting. It isn’t 
the oldest club but it is the only club south 
of the river with all sizes of yachts. 

Above: The Boating 
Pond in Clapham as 
we know it today.
Right: Clapham 1790, 
an engraving of the 
London suburb from 
across the Common 
and pond. Image 
shot 1790, exact date 
unknown.
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EXECUTIVE OPTIONS
SW LONDON 

TELEPHONE: 020 8399 8408
020 8942 8181

EMAIL: executiveoptions@btconnect.com
WEBSITE: www.executive-options.co.uk

TRAVEL IN COMFORT, ARRIVE IN STYLE.
We at ‘Executive Options’ believe in supplying you, the customer, with an
excellent and efficient service, in quality executive cars, with very smart
and polite drivers, at very competitive prices.

• Weddings, days out  and return services available
• Corporate accounts welcome
• We are a 24 hour service 
• Lines are open 6am till 10pm
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Art and SOUL
South West London’s feeling extra arty 
this May, discovers Christopher Nye 

The SW area gets so arty this 
May that you’ll barely be 
able to leave your house 
without walking into a 
street dance performance 

or knocking over an easel. 
Wandsworth Arts Festival is the main 

event, with artistic happenings 
throughout the Borough including 
Roehampton, Tooting Bec Common and 
Battersea Park. This year the festival also 
has a Hub, a reclaimed space by the 
River Wandle. Here, award-winning 
architects Assemble are creating a 
special space for night-time events and 
a giant ‘cabinet of curiosities’ – a 
collection of objects dredged from the 
bottom of the river. 

One such find was a cassette, which 
forensic analysis revealed to be by 
Demis Roussos. What better excuse for a 
‘Raise the Roussoff’ singalong at 9pm on 
3rd May (bring your own kaftan and 
beard)? At the Festival Hub you can also 
chat to staff (Thursdays to Sundays), see 
what is on elsewhere and book 
performances. The Festival ends with 
The Shimmy, a day long cornucopia of 
arts ‘encounters’ along Putney Riverside. 

FESTIVAL FRINGE
For the first time, Wandsworth Arts 
Festival has a fringe. Festival Producer 
Eleanor Barrett explains: ‘While the 
main festival tends to be major 
commissions of artists and performers 
from outside, the Fringe is more of a 

Gloaming by Claire Robinson

Above: The Liars Club – The 
Biggest Pen Of All – The Pen Of 
Pablo by Nick Sherratt

Right: 
Instamatic 

Smile by 
Freire Printz



grass roots, ground-up sort of festival, 
shining a spotlight on the creative work 
that people in Wandsworth are doing. 
Because the Borough is wide and 
diverse, the fringe is an extremely 
varied, eclectic mix of creative activity.’ 
It includes theatre, comedy, singing, 
paintings, dancing, photography and 
nature at 30 venues.

An example of the fringe’s do-art-
yourself ethos is Sahana Gero, who 
founded the World Heart Beat Music 
Academy in a disused warehouse in 
Wandsworth. For the festival the 

Academy is performing 
with jazz singer 
Cleveland Watkiss. 

WIMBLEDON ART 
STUDIOS
The South West is an 
increasingly vital part 

of the London’s creative 
scene now, with the Royal 
College of Art’s new building 
in Battersea (youngsters’ art 
is on display on 11 and 12 
May), and Europe’s largest 
art studio complex at 
Wimbledon Art Studios. The 
220 individual studios will be 
throwing open their doors 
from Thursday 16 to Sunday 
19 May, so you can meet 
some 140 artists, enjoy their 
art and buy some if you 

fancy it. Entry is free and there’s a fami-
ly fun day on the Sunday. 

Opening the event will be Christian 
Furr, youngest ever official portraitist of 
the Queen, and local resident. He says: 
‘There are so many talented people and 
a great atmosphere there. At the last 
open event I ended up buying some 
pieces and I am honoured to be opening 
it this year.’ Amongst his favourites are 
artists Nick Sherratt and Jill Sutcliffe.  

The man who taught celebrities like 
Jade Goody and Jerry Hall to paint on 
TV hopes that visitors are encouraged to 
have a go too. But where do you start? 
‘Inspiration is right under your nose, or 
outside your window. Or, think about 
what art you like, then try and recreate 
it, as if to make an announcement about 
who you are.’ 

 wimbledonartstudios.co.uk; 

wandsworthartsfestival.com
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GETTING 
INVOLVED
As well as viewing the art, there are 
opportunities for you to have a go too:
FILM-MAKING
Chocolate Films are offering ‘drop-in’ film-
making training, a story booth to record 
yourself and children’s animation workshops. 
Where: Southside Shopping Centre. When: 
Weekends during festival, 10am-1pm. Free. 
SINGING
Join a choral workshop with the Festival 
Chorus – ‘a day of vocal warm up exercises 
and singing great choral music’. 
Where: St Luke’s Church, SW12 8RQ. When: 
11 May, 10.30-5pm. £15.
SCULPTURE
Sculptacular is a chance to have a go at 
drawing, printing and sculpture techniques. 
Where: Wandsworth Museum. When: 11 
May, 1.30-3.30pm. Kids, £3; adults free.
WRITING COMPETITION
Write a short story, enter it by 5 May and if 
you’re a finalist you will read it out at the 
Short Story Slam event, along with jazz too.
Where: Balham Bowls Club, SW12 8QX. 
When: 17 May, 7.30pm. £3. Over 18s only. 
PRINTING
Learn silk-screen printing and print your 
favourite image of Tooting on a shopping bag.
Where: Tooting Tram and Social Club, SW17 
9NA. When: 4 May, 12-6pm. Free. 

This page, clockwise 
from top: Park Run on 
Wimbledon Common 
by Sandra Roche; 
Destination luggage 
by Friere Printz; Flight. 
Cermaic wall piece, 
reflecting positive 
energy and movement 
by Jill Sutcliffe and Here, 
There. Everywhere? 
Paint on collage on 
board, by Gurley. 
Bottom left: Artist 
Christian Furr



34 swresident.co.uk





36 swresident.co.uk

ORANGERIES | CONSERVATORIES 
EXTENSIONS | BI-FOLD DOORS | WINDOWS

LET US CREATE A 
LIVING SPACE THAT 

BRINGS LIGHT AND LIFE 
INTO YOUR WORLD 

For a no obligation design consultation please call

0208 9455320
www.hwc - g roup . co . u k

www.shuttershop.co.uk

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Showroom
100-102 Waterford Road, London SW6 2HA 
For further information and brochure 
020 7751 0937





HOUSE EXTENSIONS - LOFT CONVERSIONS - BASEMENT CONVERSIONS

Creating space... 
 for sophisticated living

Free estimates and advice please call

020 8378 7619 or 07 990 856 830

www.mylondonextensions.com
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EVERYTHING YOU NEED FOR LUXURY LIVING

Outdoor LIVING
Whether you’re bringing the outdoors in or 
creating an extra ‘room’ outside, alfresco 
living is hot on the agenda this spring
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Charlie wanted the kitchen to 
be the heart of the home so 
designed it to be a social space

Charlie created a modern 
outdoor room by 

transforming the garden 



W hen a home succeeds 
in striking the 
balance between a 
traditional and 
modern aesthetic, it 

is safe to assume that the person who 
lives there knows a thing or two about 
interiors. Indeed, as the owner of Cue & 
Co of London and sister company Cue 
Developments Ltd, a design and 
construction company, homes are 
second nature to Charlie Borthwick.

‘I instantly spotted its potential,’ 
Charlie says, recalling the moment he 
first clapped eyes on his future home, a 
maisonette in a well-kept Victorian 
conversion. ‘I loved the fact that it was 
on a quiet street and there was ample 
garden space to extend and add value to 
the property.’ The house also happened 
to be in Fulham, the first place Charlie 
moved to when he arrived from Sydney 
over ten years ago. ‘There are plenty of 
reasons to want to live in Fulham; the 
excellent selection of bars and 
restaurant, the nice mix of professionals 
and families living here,’ says Charlie.

Six years on and the house has been 
pulled apart and put back together. 
Downstairs exudes a restful vibe, 
dominated by a master bedroom and 
ensuite that successfully showcase 

Charlie’s talent as a designer. The clean 
simplicity of the solid wooden bed is 
typical of his design style, as are the 
bedside tables, also made of wood but 
pepped up with a pop of colour. 

But it was the ground floor that 
underwent the most dramatic 
transformation. Gone are the ‘dark’ and 
‘pokey’ rooms devoid of character and in 
their place is a welcoming, open-plan 
space that flows from the living room 
into the kitchen-dining room and out 
into the garden. The kitchen is where 
friends and family tend to congregate, 
which is exactly what Charlie 
envisioned. ‘I wanted it to be the heart 
of my home,’ he says, opting for a large 
island unit to boost the sociable feel. ‘Its 
position works particularly well,’ he 
explains. ‘I can engage with guests 
wherever they are – in the living room, 
at the dining table or in the garden.’

Materials are a vital component in 
Charlie’s home. ‘I love mixing old and 
new,’ he says, describing his style as 
modern industrial with a touch of 
traditional thrown in. It is easy to see 
how this translates to his surroundings. 
Traditional oak veneer shaker-style units 
in the kitchen are teamed with polished 
concrete work surfaces and polished 
plaster splashback for a contemporary 
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Natural light flows into the Fulham 
property through the bi-folding doors

I can engage with guests 
wherever they are – in the 
living room, at the dining 

table or in the garden

Old meets new in interior 
designer Charlie’s Fulham home

All in the mix
Experience helped Charlie Borthwick find exactly 
what he wanted in his own home, says Katie Hughes
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Far left: The 
bathroom stays true 
to Charlie’s ‘modern 
industrial’ style. 

Above: a neutral 
colour scheme 
makes for a peaceful 
bedroom. 

Left: Charlie’s clever 
with storage thanks 
to his experience 
with interior design

Get the look
Steal Charlie’s contemporary style

Style note
Charlie mixes old and new in his 
home. These traditional taps add an 
extra element to a modern kitchen.

Mews Gatepost Lantern, 
from £948 

charlesedwards.com

Weather resistant 
seat pads, designed 
by Lily Matthews, 
£39.99 each
oscarandeve.co.uk

feel, further enhanced by large-format 
ceramic floor tiles chosen for their 
marble-like effect. 

Colour adds the essential finishing 
touch. Farrow & Ball’s Cornforth White 
on the walls is the perfect backdrop to 
Greenes’ Dark Lead paint chosen for the 
cabinetry. A trio of pendant lights 
suspended above the island and sold at 
Cue & Co’s showroom in Parsons Green, 
are a bold choice, ‘but I think they work 
well because the island is so big and 
industrial’, Charlie adds. The overall look 
is softened by a stunning tulip wood 
dining table, designed by Charlie. 

Asked to pick his favourite piece, 
Charlie can’t decide between the 
hanging lights or bookshelf with 
integrated lights, both in the kitchen. 
‘They have that old meets new look I like 
and, because they’re completely 
bespoke, they make the space truly 
unique,’ he says. 

 Cue & Co of London, Unit 6, Parsons Green Depot, 

33 – 39 Parsons Green Lane, Fulham SW6 4HH

House by John 
Lewis Ken Bar 

Stool, Oak, £99
Johnlewis.com
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STONE AND CERAMIC WAREHOUSE
51/55 STIRLING ROAD,
CHISWICK W3 8DJ

EXTENSIVE FREE PARKING

020 8993 5545
CALL FOR A COPY OF
OUR NEW BROCHURE

www.sacw.co.uk
OPEN 7 DAYS
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Doran Bros. 
(LONDON) LTD Design and build specialist

Local Business Established over 30 years

FREEPHONE: 0500 688085
27 Trinity Road, London, SW17 7SD
Email: info@doranbros.co.uk
www.doranbros.co.uk



Tony Woods is on a mission 
to change gardens, your 
garden actually. The 27-
year-old Clapham resident, 
and founder of Garden 

Club London, believes that too many of 
us have unused and unloved spaces that 
needn’t be so. ‘People almost fear their 
garden,’ Tony tells me. ‘They don’t have 
a huge space and so assume it can’t be 
more than a rectangle of concrete.’ If 
anyone is capable of transforming 
gardens it’s Tony. For 11 years he has 
studied, worked in and generally obsessed 
over a green world, and especially making 
city gardens into places to be cherished. 

Testament to his success, he is 
exhibiting as one of three finalists in the 
RHS Young Designer of the Year Award 
at the Tatton Park Flower Show in July. 
His exhibition piece is entitled Escape to 
the City and is directly inspired by his 
time transforming the gardens of south 
London into ‘little patches of the country 

outside the back door’. The garden is a 
masterpiece in eco-design blending 
shades of urban landscaping with 
flowers and plants normally seen on a 
country lane. This, Tony believes, is what 
people want from their garden ‘city 
gardens can be so much more than just 
overlooked seating and planters. By 
bringing in some natural screens, herbs 

and real flowers you get a little oasis of 
calm amongst the bustle of a city.’

Although he was born in Cumbria 
Tony has lived in Clapham for four years 
and cites the abundance of green spaces 

as a main draw for setting up home 
here, as well as the people: ‘I love the 
South West, everyone I meet loves their 
garden and I feel like a real local 
tradesman interacting with residents.’ 
Tony set up Garden Club London last 
year aiming to give people an ‘inclusive 
gardening experience’ and prove that 
gardens in the city can work.  

If paying for a gardener isn’t for you 
then he advises visiting The National 
Garden Scheme’s website (ngs.org.uk), 
which offers you the chance to visit 
other local gardens that open their 
doors for a few days a year. Once there 
you can talk to neighbours about what 
works in their gardens and even buy 
cuttings to take back home. If a certain 
plant or flower grows well in a 
neighbour’s garden then, chances are, it 
will grow well in yours. All money raised 
goes to charity. 

As the flower show season begins 
this month, with Chelsea celebrating its 
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Escape to the City is 
inspired by time spent 

transforming the gardens 
of south London into little 

patches of the country

Show garden 
SUCCESS
Green-fingered guru Tony Woods from Clapham 
talks show gardens and success with Elliot Tucker 



swresident.co.uk 49

GARDENS

GARDEN 
EVENTS 2013
THE CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW (21-25 
MAY) Centenary year of this world famous 
flower show held at the Royal Hospital, SW3.
THE HAMPTON COURT PALACE FLOWER 
SHOW (9-14 JULY) The largest flower show 
in the world held in the most iconic and 
regal of settings.
TATTON PARK FLOWER SHOW, 
CHESHIRE (25-28 JULY) See Tony compete 
for the prestigious Young Garden Designer 
of the Year award.
LONDON HARVEST SHOW (8-9 
OCTOBER) Held in the Horticultural Halls in 
Westminster this is a celebration of UK fresh 
produce and harvesting.
LONDON SHADES OF AUTUMN SHOW 
(22-23 OCTOBER) 
The Horticultural Halls play host to an 
exhibition of Autumnal flowering plants and 
the best of the season.
For tickets, more information and travel 
advice on any of the above see rhs.org.uk   

centenary year, what does Tony advise 
residents to look out for? ‘Chelsea is a 
fantastic event but for South West 
Londoners I would strongly urge a visit to 
the Hampton Court Flower Show. It’s a 
great day out for the whole family.’ Can’t 
make it? Fret not, Tony tells me that most 
of the shows will be televised, along with 
Tatton Park so you can see how Tony and 
his cityscape garden fare this July.

If you do head to the Chelsea Flower 
Show this year, though, be sure to check 
out Landscape architect Patrick Collins’ 
garden for First Touch, the charity that 

supports the neonatal unit at St George’s 
Hospital in Tooting .

‘The First Touch Garden is one of the 
smallest plots at Chelsea 2013, which 
seems rather apt considering it is 
celebrating the lives of the tiniest 
patients at St George’s,’ says Patrick, 
whose own daughter, Isabel, was born 
three months early and was cared for at 
the hospital. Patrick is building the garden 
free of charge using plants and decoration 
that have been donated, or loaned. 

gardenclublondon.co.uk; patrickcollins-design.co.uk 

Left: RHS Staff at the 1913 Flower Show. 

Above: Roses at the Chelsea Flower Show 
in 1965

Her Majesty The Queen arrives at the Chelsea 
Flower Show last year

How Patrick Collins’ First Touch Garden will 
look at the Chelsea Flower Show in May

Tony Wood’s Escape to the City garden 
could see him crowned the RHS Young Garden 
Designer of the year at Tatton Park in July
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020 7731 3552

www.harringtonporter.com 
info@harringtonporter.com

419 Kings Road, 
Fulham, London  SW6 4RN

Contemporary Trellis

Garden Construction

Planting Plans

Garden Maintenance

Artificial Grass

M A I N T E N A N C E

Inspired design solutions

Skilful construction by our own team

Planting and aftercare

Tel: 0207 062 0384
Email: info@greendotgardens.co.uk 
www.greendotgardens.co.uk



promotion

Hit the SLOPES
Don’t miss Alpine Answers’ early booking offers for the 2013/2014 Ski Season

Now is the ideal time to book your 
ski holiday for next season. To 
encourage early bookings, many 

ski tour operators are offering incentives 
ranging from free lift passes to free 
childcare. Best of all, many of these 
offers can be combined – saving groups 
more than £300 per person. Here are the  
top five early booking offers from Alpine 
Answers for the 2013/2014 ski season.

1. ANNAPURNA II, TIGNES 

Early booking offer: 2-4-1 on lift passes 
in January plus free places. Perfect for 
a group of all skiing abilities and 
looking for a good range of nightlife. 

2. MARMAU,  LA TANIA 
Early booking offer: free childcare and 
free places for selected dates in February 

and March. Perfect for a group of 
families with young children.

3. BERANGERE,  LES DEUX ALPES 
Early booking offer: free child places 
and £75 off per adult for selected weeks 
throughout the season. Perfect for 
families in search of a quality child-
friendly chalet-hotel at a great price. 

4. PALOMA, COURCHEVEL 1650 
Early booking offer: free full area ski 
passes for the Christmas week and 
throughout January. Perfect for those 
after a traditional and cosy chalet com-
plete with sauna and hot tub 

5. MONTPELIER, VERBIER 
Early booking offer: up to £120 off per 

couple, 2-4-1 on lift passes and 2-4-1 on 
ski hire. Perfect for anyone wanting to 
ski in a luxury resort with an extensive 
ski terrain but at a fraction of the cost. 

 All options are bookable through Alpine Answers. 

For more information please call 020 7801 1080 or 

visit alpineanswers.co.uk 
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Light and INSPIRING
Jane and Steve from SW18 couldn’t be happier with their loft conversion 
and new bathrooms thanks to Fulham-based Nu Space

When Jane and Steve, 
residents of SW18, were 
considering extending their 

home, a friend recommended Nu 
Space, a local business, which had 
recently completed a conversion in 
their home. 

Standards had to be met, Jane 
reveals: ‘We had recently seen an 
award-winning loft during the London 
Open House weekend locally and had 
some very aspirational ideas with 
regards to our loft. We didn’t want just 
an off-the-shelf loft conversion, but 
something bespoke that would be nice 
enough for us to want to move our 
bedroom to.’

Jane and Steve initially met with Nu 
Space owner Graham Chappell in their 
home. ‘We were impressed with his 
knowledge of design and his ideas,’ 
says Jane. ‘We had met many other 

companies, but doing something 
different seemed to be a pain or off 
topic. We wanted to spend time and 
effort to get the finishing just right.’ 

The couple raised initial concerns to 
Graham, specifically if they would be 
able to build over the back addition 
(‘due to our property being a natural 
three storeys at the back’) – but he 
reassured them that it would be 
possible. ‘Not only that but that it 
would work with the en suite running 
directly from the master loft bedroom 
to a large bathroom in the back “pod”,’ 
Jane reveals. ‘Nu Space submitted the 
planning application through with their 
RIBA architect and sure enough we 
were able to get full permission for 
this,’ says Jane.

During the build NuSpace were 
clean and tidy and kept to the timing 
that Jane and Steve had been advised. 

‘We were impressed enough with Nu 
Space to commission additional works 
around the house, and decided to do 
another bathroom at the same time.’ 

While on the project Jane and Steve 
discussed additional finishes in order to 
totally transform the room, including 
the addition of a flat-roof window and 
folding doors to flood the room with 
natural light. ‘We have wonderful views 
to both front and back,’ says Jane. ‘To 
the front we have a lovely church to 
look at and to the back due to the fact 
that we are on a hill near the Tonsleys 
we can see to Wembley and beyond.’

Opting against PVS or standard 
timber doors, Jane and Steve decided 
on aluminium with folding sliding 
doors. ‘This enables us to throw open 
the doors in the summer and get the 
cross breeze from the Velux windows 
right through the space,’ says Jane. ‘We 
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also opted for two flat-roof lights, one 
openable, which allows us to get up and 
on the roof to maintain it, and make sure 
the windows stay clean from time to 
time. The folding, sliding doors have a 
glass balustrade to be in keeping within 
the contemporary style that we went for 
in the loft.  We also built around the 
chimney and use the recess for both 
visual and actual storage space. This 
makes the room feel slightly bigger and 
better designer than if you just squared 
this off as most builders would do as 
standard to save time.’

It was in the bathroom, however, that 
Jane and Steve ‘were able to go to town 
a bit’ as the space allowed enough room 
for a walk in wetroom shower, double 
sinks and a separate bath. ‘We didn’t 
need the additional space and we just 
wanted to feel we had a nice bathroom 
that we could move around in without 
bumping into each other! We also went 
for under-floor heating in the bathroom, 
a niche in the wall for neat storage of 
shampoos and led lighting in the 
flooring,’ she adds.

‘We decided on open tread oak stairs 
that allow the light to flood through 
from the large roof window on the stairs 
down and through them to the floor 
below so that this was not adversely 
affected by reduced daylight as a result 
of the conversion. We also went for a 
glass balustrade to allow more light to 
pass through and give the loft a 
consistent contemporary feel.’

Nu Space also built fitted MDF 
wardrobes, for Jane and Steve, into the 
eaves without handles to keep a clean 
and tidy look. They also moved the 
‘dwarf’ wall forwards so that the bed 
could fit neatly into the eaves. ‘Some 
other little touches that we decided on 
were sliding “pocket” doors that 
disappear into the wall, so that most of 
the time they can remain open but can 
also close for privacy, and of course to 
meet the fire regulations for such a 
build,’ says Jane.

‘Since completing the loft we have 
been happy to recommend Nu Space to 
others,’ she adds. ‘We are so happy that 
from time to time we allow others, who 
are considering using Nu Space, to have 
a look at the loft prior to going ahead 
with their conversions.

‘We remember what it is like to try 
and picture the loft prior to plans,’ says 

Jane. ‘It’s not always so easy to think 
about every small detail and so seeing 
other similar lofts really helps to focus 
the mind and think about the small 
things that may otherwise pass you by. 
Graham showed us plenty of 
conversions that he had done and we 
wanted to give neighbours the 
opportunity to do the same. We 
wouldn’t hesitate in recommending 
Nu Space, just look at the finish!’ 

If you are thinking of converting your loft, or 
adding a kitchen extension, in the near future 
why not get in touch with Nu 
Space for a no obligation quote?

 Nu Space, Fulham Road, SW6 5JJ; 

0870 609 1014; i-want-nuspace.co.uk; 

info@i-want-nuspace.co.uk SCAN ME

promotion



LLoft Conversions  |  Side Extensions
Kitchen Extensions  |  Refurbishment & Renovations

0800 634 6526
0207 111 0952

WE ARE A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS
SPECIALISING IN

FIXED PRICE - NO HIDDEN EXTRAS
We Cover Inner and Outer London
Competitive Prices
From Design to Completion

FREE-NO OBLIGATION VISITS
All Steel Work Included
No Contract Workers
£5 Million Public Liability Insurance

www.increasespace.co.uk
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P H I L I P  N I X O N  D E S I G N
+44 (0) 20 7371 0066  |  info@philipnixondesign.com  |  www.philipnixondesign.com

L A N D S C A P E  &  G A R D E N  D E S I G N
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ALFRESCO DINING

HOMES

1. Kissing Robins melamine plate, £5.50; bowl, 
£5.50; beaker, £4.50
Heal’s, 234 King’s Road, Chelsea SW3 5UA

020 7349 8411;.heals.co.uk

2. Barbecook Puur pacific bbq, £655
Mode, mode.co.uk

3. Winchelsea wood table and six recliner 
chairs, £1,300
Debenhams, 315 Lavender Hill, Battersea SW1 1QL

0844 561 6161; Debenhams.com

4. Check blanket, £25
Next, Unit 1, The Tandern Centre, Colliers Wood SW19 

2PE; 0844 844 5100; next.co.uk

5. Daisy Rose Check print melamine containers, 
£16 (for a set of three)
Cath Kidston, 142 Northcote Road, Battersea SW11 

6RD; 020 7228 6571; cathkidston.co.uk

6. Spun bamboo tray, £12.50
Marks & Spencer, 59 Putney High Street. Putney SW15 

1SP; 020 8788 2544; marksandspencer.com

7. Fallen Fruits Apple Bird Feeder, £12
Peter Jones, Sloane Square, Chelsea SW1W 8EL; 

020 7730 3434; johnlewis.com

8. Solid teak ‘A’ dining chair, £330, designed by 
Tom Curtis (matching dining table available)
Indian Ocean, 155-163 Balham Hill, Balham SW12 9DJ; 

020 8675 4808; indian-ocean.co.uk

9. Devlin striped chair pad, £15
Habitat, 208 King’s Road, Chelsea SW3 5XP; 

08444 991 144; habitat.co.uk 

(1) (2)
(3)

(6)

(7) (8) (9)

  SW

LOVES
resident

(5)(4)







•   Competitive pricing compared with other reputable extension and loft specialists

•   Over 30 years experience

•   Complimentary daily Project Management for extensions and lofts

•   10 years experience in bifold door installation, no external companies used

•   In-house architect

•    Plus, complimentary return visit  months following your project completion,  
to re-decorate any settled movement

•   Service options available from the complete service from planning application  
to high-end finish, to our ‘Skeleton-Package’, available for lower budgets

0800 695 4663
info@lifestylebuild.com  
www.lifestylebuild.com

Love your home, extend your Lifestyle 

£2,000 
DISCOUNT 

from the total price of 
your extension, if your 

project has plans 
already completed by 

an architect







architecture
landscape

interior design

www.coxarchitecture.co.uk
info@coxarchitecture.co.uk
020 7720 4211





FOOD AND DRINK IDEAS FOR DISCERNING PALATES

Seasonal BITES
The Breakfast Club heads south and it’s all change at 
The Ship. Pictured here is the Wandsworth pub’s 
poached rhubarb jelly. Read on for more sweet stories

GOURMET
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The latest gourmet gossip, news and reviews 
from your local columnist this May 

Sudi Pigott

Jason Atherton is unstoppable. Long-time Balham resident, 
chef-restaurateur Atherton has two new openings this spring. 
He couldn’t resist buying up the site opposite Pollen Street 

Social (PSS) and turning it into a homage to the classic French 
bistro complete with ox-blood leather Parisian style banquettes 
and modest prix fixe menus. It’s cosy, intimate with impeccable 
service and low-key yet outstanding food (borrowing stocks and 
sauces from PSS). I couldn’t resist perfectly spiced steak tartare 
followed by ox cheek with roast bone marrow and a dinky little 
spoon to scoop it out, carrots and a somewhat muted 
horseradish mash. The chocolate moelleux with salted almond 
ice-cream is delectable. Social 
Eating House with PSS head chef 
Paul Hood at the helm in Poland 
Street promises to be more 
cosmopolitan in its food offering 
with a basement chef’s table and 
15-seat food bar as well as a 
separate bar Blind Pig majoring 
on cocktails. Though Atherton 
sadly quashed any rumours (or my 
wishful thinking) that he was 
looking to open a neighbourhood 
Balham restaurant too.

littlesocial.co.uk

SW12 RESIDENT JASON ATHERTON  
OPENS NEW SOCIAL RESTAURANT

GOOD Earth 
The freshly made sweet and spicy sesame 
prawn toast were the surprise highlight of 
dinner at the latest glam and glossy outpost 
of 30-year-old family business Good Earth. 
Clay baked scallops seemed more about 
theatre than taste with 
unremarkable sauce but 
I couldn’t fault absurdly 
generous and crisp 
Peking duck. Large 
round tables make it 
ideal for large family 
gatherings. Plus it offers 
posh takeaways too.

11 Bellevue Road, Wandsworth SW17 7EG 

020 8682 9230; goodearthgroup.co.uk

Little Social, Jason 
Atherton’s new Mayfair 
restaurant, is open now

Asparagus, broad beans and peas-in-a-pod 
are all in season throughout May.

EAT YOUR GREENS
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HORSERADISH 
Hawkshead

I love the pungent, sharp 
heat of freshly grated 
horseradish added to 

earthy wholegrain 
mustard, ground, mixed 

and matured at 
Hawkshead’s Lakeland HQ.
 £2.30 Mediterranean Larder, 

86 Marryat Road, Wimbledon 

SW19 5BN; 020 8946 5934

3 of the best... mustards
TARRAGON

Tracklement’s 
With a strong hit of 

tarragon and a good 
zing to the mustard 

and fine texture, this is 
great in dressings or 
mixed with yoghurt 
over grilled chicken. 

£2.20. The Earlsfield Deli, 
424-6 Garrett Lane, SW18 

4HW; 020 7998 6584

DIJON
Vilux  

Great value for 
mustard fanatics, Dijon 

with a good, glossy 
colour, creamy and 

long-lasting, balanced 
flavour, punchy yet not 

too much kick.  
£7.50, Hamish Johnston 

48 Northcote Road, 
Battersea SW11 1PA;  

020 7738 0741

GOURMET

EDITOR’S
FAVOURITE

The Breakfast Club, renowned for its awesome all-day 
brunch (hash browns are especially wicked as are 
breakfast burritos with chorizo, guacamole, roast 

pepper and cheddar) and irreverent take on retro, is coming 
soon to Battersea Rise. It’s a double dose of nostalgia as 
founder Jonathan Arana-Morton’s first post-university 
house was in Clapham, ‘so it feels like I am coming home,’ he 
says. The Breakfast Club team have gone to town with the 
retro 1950s-kitchen-meets-80s-laundrette decor on the site 
previously occupied by Le Bouchon Bordelais.

Their inventive smoothies are great too especially Green 
is Good spinach, apple, mint and mango, and many rave 
about their Elvis shake with peanut butter and banana. 

Next door, there’s a kitsch bar, The King of Ladies Man, 
(apparently a reference to American sitcom Cheers) serving 
craft beer and what’s quaintly termed ‘disco drinks’, with 
offerings such as Pina Colada and Tequila Sunrise – plus 
outrageously rich cheese toasties.

 The Breakfast Club on Battersea Rise will be the fifth 
opening since launching in Soho in 2005, and it will be their 
first south of the river restaurant (the others can be found in 
Soho, Hoxton, Angel and Spitalfields). Its aim? ‘To serve 
satisfying and delicious food in a relaxed, irrevent and 
modish style to brunch, lunch, dinner and drinking to this 
thriving, popular corner of Battersea.’

  The Breakfast Club is due to open in May. Find it it at 5-9 Battersea Rise, 

Battersea SW11 1HG; thebreakfastclub.co.uk. Follow The Breakfast Club on 

Twitter @TheBrekkyClub; @KingofLadiesMan

Battersea welcomes 
THE BREAKFAST CLUB

Rise and shine at 
The Breakfast Club 
on Battersea Rise
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INTRIGUING TEA
A charmingly eccentric new product with an intriguing 
taste that’s very good for you. Mirabilia is organic olive leaf 
tea made from slow-baked leaves once 
they’ve fallen from the trees that are 
usually just burnt and thrown away. 
Bimbi Bellhouse rediscovered this 
ancient tradition and first put it into 
practice at her small family estate in 
Pescari. Infused in hot water for five 
minutes, the tea tastes fresh, leafy, a little 
wood and refreshing.

Available at Wild Caper, 11a -13 Market Row, 
Brixton SW9 8LB; 0207 737 4410; oleaft.com

POP UP AT MILK
Milk on Hildreth Street, Balham, 
joins the pop-up bandwagon. 
Expect the unexpected with 
Damian Wawrzyniak of Fine 
Art of Dining who’s spent time 
at Noma in Copenhagen. The 
menu for 11 May is still under 
wraps but is likely to include 
foraged ingredients and his 
signature pairing of vegetables with chocolate.

fineartofdining.co.uk; M1lk.co.uk

A much loved SW institution, The 
Ship is strutting itself more 
proudly than ever with a clever 

design makeover including three riverside 
blue cabanas for dining, a massively 
expanded river terrace seating area, a 
smart extension with monumental dining 
table (already taken several times by the 
British rugby team) and a more 
adventurous menu. Much of The Ship’s 
popularity has to do with the inimitable 

warm Irish charm of 
General Manager 
Oisin Rogers, who’s 
ensured The Ship 
remains as much a 

drinking as a dining pub (though the bar 
snack plantation pork and Burford brown 
Scotch eggs are a must). Reassuringly the 
snug where there’s Irish music each 
Tuesday evening is untouched too.
The menu changes daily with much to 
tempt. Artichoke hearts with artichoke 
puree, tapenade and pea shoots was both 
delicate and earthy. I’d prefer my tuna 
served rarer still on deconstructed salade 
nicoise. I’m hoping scallop, oyster and 
samphire risotto will be on offer next time 
I visit. Mains were hearty, punchy and 
exceptionally generous exemplified by 
Barnsley lamb chop with gloriously sticky 
jus and baby turnips and utterly moreish 

pumpkin sage and grana padano 
gratin. Desserts are exemplary: 
impressively light sticky toffee 
pudding with definitive toffee 
sauce and delectable seasonal trifle 
of poached rhubarb jelly, vanilla 
custard, rhubarb sorbet and 
almond crumble. A lovable gem. 

41 Jews Row, Wandsworth SW18 1TB;

0208 8870 9667; theship.co.uk; 

@ShipWandsworth

The Ship Wandsworth’s new look

The Ship has revamped its infamous 
garden and added three riverside 
cabanas (above) and restaurant (below)

GOURMET
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the 
Orangerie

A great new venue for dining 
in Wimbledon Village
The Orangerie has been cleverly designed to bring the 34 acres 

of Cannizaro Park inside the hotel, adding a new al fresco dining 

experience. Offering the very best of artisan charcuterie and cheeses 

together with coastal freshly shucked oysters and daily planchas.

Open daily from 8am. 

Tel. 020 8879 1464 
www.cannizarohouse.com
Cannizaro House, West Side Common, 
Wimbledon, London SW19 4UE
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Tom Parker Bowles
Can he have some more? Our columnist lines up his bowl  
to catch the ramen noodle craze sweeping across London

It wasn’t all that long ago that a 
quest for noodles invariably 
ended in a plastic pot. Complete 
with fiddly, flimsy sachets of 
ketchup and soy sauce. Sure, 

there were the generic versions at your 
local Chinese, usually bone dry, wok 
burnt and studded with mysterious 
pieces of meat. But as to noodles of any 
real quality, there was nothing.

Now, though, London is awash in a 
sinuous mass of hand-pulled delight. 
Ramen noodles, made from egg and 
yellow wheat, might be born in China, 
but they’re a Japanese obsession, the 
ultimate booze food for the bleary-eyed 
salary man. There’s a ramen shop on 
every corner, ranging from a steam-
fugged hole in the wall to gleaming, 
expansive mega restaurants. The broth, 
made from pork or chicken bones (or a 
combination of both), is the heart and 
soul of the soup, and no slurp is ever the 
same. In Tokyo, a clear brown broth is 
favoured, based on soy sauce, while the 
miso ramen is full and rich. Tonkotsu 
ramen, almost milky in appearance, is 
richer still. Some will frazzle the taste 
buds with chilli, others seduce and 
delight in the most subtle of ways. 

Everyone will have their own 
personal favourite and recipe. And as 
ever in matters regional and gustatory, 
all will be convinced as to the superiority 
of their own choice. You’ll usually find 
half a boiled egg in there, along with 
slices of wobbling pork, seaweed, 
bamboo shoots, kamaboko (rather 
squeaky fishcakes) and pretty much 
every other embellishment you might 
desire. As a famous burger chain once 
proclaimed, ‘Have it your way.’ Done 
well, though, ramen is one of the world’s 
great comfort food, a true slurp of 
succour. And slurping is not so much 
allowed as encouraged, not only cooling 
the noodles but, according to the real 
ramen seers, adding to the flavour too. 

In Japan, ramen is more religion than 
mere bowl of soup, food to soak up a 
late night on the beers. In London, 
though, we could only look on with 
hungry envy. That was, until a few 
months ago. When not one, but three 

fine ramen places opened, one after the 
other. Tonkotsu (tonktosu.co.uk) in 
Soho, was the first, and their eponymous 
bowl is very fine indeed. The broth is an 
appealing off white and sings with slow 
cooked savour. Good, springy noodles 
too. There’s depth and heft and soul in 
this bowl, just as there is at Bone 
Daddies (bonedaddiesramen.com), its 
slightly cooler younger brother. Here, 
under the well-seasoned eye of ex-Zuma 
chef Ross Shonhan, you can choose 
from all manner of different, and first 
rate, broths (I’m a fan of the tantanmen, 
made with chicken broth), while a classic 
rock soundtrack massages the inner ear. 
You can also order extra pipettes of pork 
fat, to squirt in at will. Magnificent, and 
I’m in there most weeks. 

The third, Shoryu Ramen 
(shoryuramen.com), sits towards the 
bottom of Regent Street, and has the 
widest menu of all. They specialise in 
Hakata tonkotsu ramen, pork bone 
based and milky. Again, the broth is 
properly made, while the noodles have 
just the right amount of bite. For those 
who like a bit of kick, the piri piri 
version hits that capsaicin spot. For the 
London ramen lover, these are good 
times indeed.

But a guide to London’s great noodles 
would not be complete without reference 
to Koya (koya.co.uk), a small Soho game 
changer that specialise in udon, rather 
than ramen noodles. These are the great 
fat slippery ones, like alabaster worms, 
and they’re fresh made down in the 
basement. The noodles (available hot 
and cold) are every bit the equal of their 
Japanese cousins, while the broths are 
elegant and ethereal, with a stunning 
clarity of flavour. In fact, Koya could be 
seen as the daddy of them all, a noodle 
pioneer who cleared the path for all to 
follow. Whatever the truth, I’m not 
complaining. There may not be quality 
on every corner, but this quartet of 
noodle nirvana is quite enough for me.  

Slurping is not so much 
allowed as encouraged, 

not only cooling the 
noodles but adding to 

the flavour too

GOURMET

Noodle lovers are 
flocking to

Shoryu Ramen

NEXT MONTH All this writing about great 

London food is thirsty work, so where to head to 

for that perfect alcoholic partner? Celebrating the 

Capital’s finest shops for first-class booze
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Green grocer
Adam Byatt, Chef Patron of Trinity and Bistro Union, lifts the lid on 
Grocer Jack, his latest venture, a new fruit and vegetable delivery service

TELL US ABOUT  YOUR NEW 
VENTURE, GROCER JACK?
A fruit and vegetable home delivery 
service − with a difference! We have 
plans for an online pantry of my store 
cupboard essentials, breakfast  
boxes, dinner party boxes and  
many more ideas. But right now  
it’s just great quality seasonal fruit  
and vegetables.

HOW DID IT COME ABOUT?
Nadia El Hadery founded the company 
last year and is the visionary behind the 
concept. Nadia brought me on board 
through a mutual friend to oversee the 
food side and, in turn, I’ve brought on 
board my wonderful suppliers. There are 
four principal owners all of whom play a 
meaningful role of the day-to-day 
running of the business.

 

WHY DID YOU GET INVOLVED?
This business seemed a bit of an 
underdog, and I love an underdog. It 
was all about community and working 
closely with customers – partly because 
they’re our neighbours!

 
WHY WAS WANDSWORTH THE 
PERFECT LOCATION FOR 
GROCER JACK?
The four owners all live in Wandsworth. 
Like many parts of London there is a 
thriving family community, great schools 
and a culture of good food. But there are 
lots of working mums and dads who 
love to cook and eat but don’t have lots 
of time, so my recipes are included to 
inspire and save time.

 
HOW LONG HAVE YOU LIVED 
LOCALLY?
I moved into Earlsfield in 2000 and since 
then have lived in three homes. I’m very 
fond of the area and have seen some 
great growth and changes over the few 
years. We started out on Garratt Lane 
next to the scrap metal works in a flat 
that was boarded up with squatters.

 
AND WHAT KEEPS YOU IN 
SOUTH WEST LONDON?
London was always meant to be a means 
to an end for us as a family. I come from 
Essex, the part where the East Enders 
gravitated in the 70s. Now they wish 
they’d kept their houses in Hackney! But 
in Wandsworth we have found a great 
sense of community, fantastic schools 
and the locality to both of my 
restaurants Trinity Restaurant 
(trinityrestaurant.co.uk) and Bistro 

Chef Adam Byatt has 
branched out into 
food delivery
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GOURMET

EXCLUSIVE
RECIPE

Adam Byatt’s English 
Pea and Mint Soup
This is a refreshing, wholesome soup 
that celebrates the freshness of English 
peas, which are now in season. 

Union (bistrounion.co.uk). It helps me to 
keep some sense to my work life balance.

 
WHERE DOES GROCER JACK 
DELIVER TO?
All over South West London. 

WHAT CAN I EXPECT TO 
RECEIVE IN A GROCER JACK 
DELIVERY BOX?
Great tasting and seasonal fruit and 
vegetables – and a guide from me on 
how to make the best out of the 
contents. We have not been overly-
precious about the seasonality side of 
things. We increase the volume of food 
that is super seasonal but also appreciate 
that people will want to eat something 
green in November - so the box is very 
practical and also child friendly. Our 
focus groups also told us that customers 
hated throwing away food because they 
could not work out what to do with it, 
hence the recipes, guidelines and 
familiarity of it all.

 
WHY SHOULD I SHOP AT 
GROCER JACK INSTEAD OF MY 
LOCAL SUPERMARKET?
Because you want food that has a 
shorter time between farm and plate. 

Because you want your groceries 
handpicked and matched to cooking 
suggestions. And because you want your 
groceries delivered to you and because 
you’re not keen on consuming horses… 
unintentionally anyway.

 
WHO IS JACK?
My son is called Jack, but this is 
coincidental. Jack is the grocer who’d be 
in your road on a horse and cart selling 
his wares way back when. It’s the old 
school values that we want our company 
to represent.

 
WHAT’S IN SEASON THROUGH-
OUT MAY?
The sun is shining, and May is a superb 
time for English vegetables. We’re 
talking fresh English peas, broad beans, 
elderflower, new-season young carrots. 
This month also sees the tail-end of 
glorious English asparagus and Jersey 
Royals. That’s all good news for Grocer 
Jack customers – our produce will be 
vibrant, delicious and easy to cook. Read 
on for one of my recipes using seasonal 
ingredients to try at home.

 For more information or to order, visit Grocer Jack at 

grocerjacks.com or telephone 0203 287 5465.

500g fresh peas in the pod
250ml milk
250ml single cream
250ml water
1/2 sprig fresh mint
1 small onions thinly sliced
15g unsalted butter
1/2 punnet pea shoots for serving
salt and pepper

For the pea stock:
1.5 litres of water
1kg of pea pods
1 shallot, thinly sliced
1 slice of lemon
mint sprigs
salt and sugar, to your taste

1 For the pea stock bring 1.5 litres of 
water to the boil and pour over 1kg 

of pea pods, the shallots, 1 slice of 
lemon, mint stalks, salt and sugar. 
Allow to go cold and strain.

2 In a heavy-based pan, fry the butter 
and onions and season well with 

salt and pepper. Once the onions are 
soft, add the pea stock, cream and milk 
and bring to the boil: you must do this 
before adding in the peas to retain the 
vibrant pea colour.

3 Add the peas to the boiling liquid 
and cook for four minutes or until 

the peas are cooked. Remove from the 
heat and blend while it is still hot.

4 Pass the soup through a fine 
strainer that has the mint sprig in it. 

This is a tiny amount of mint but will 
do the job of infusing the soup. Reserve 
in the fridge and on ice if possible, 
ready to serve at a chilled temperature.

5 Ideally, serve the soup from a chilled 
jug, and garnish with crème fraîche 

and pea shoots.

Grocer Jack will send  
you a box like this...
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AL FORNO 
Al Forno is perfect for families,  
all celebrations and occasions,  

you are guaranteed a night to remember.

AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE HIRE LIVE MUSIC ON SATURDAY

11th position in the world championships for Pizzas 
For this months special offers, please visit our website

alfornoputney.com

For reservations please call 020 8878 7522  
email alfornoputney@gmail.com

349 Upper Richmond Road, Putney, London SW15 5QJ

CAFE ROSI
Your local Italian Bistro comes to Wimbledon. Serving home made Italian  

snacks and coffee in a friendly atmosphere.
Whether you fancy a quick bite to eat or simply some coffee and cake,  

Cafe Rosi always hits the spot.
Perfect for mums to drop in and have their coffee mornings with baby facilities available.

Aperitivo 
Dine and Drink for £7.95, Valid from 3pm to 6pm, Monday to Saturday

Choose one of the platters and one drink 
(1)   Formaggi Misti  

Platter of cheese amd olives served with bread

(2)   Salami Misti 
Platter of salami and olives served with bread

(3)   Vegetali Marinati 
Platter of marinated vegetables served with bread

Glass of house wine – Cocktail from the aperitivo list – beer

We serve hot food on the night

Mon-Wed 9am-6pm Thurs-Sat 9am-10pm Sunday 9.30am-3pm

020 8944 7594  |  8 Leopold Road, London SW19 7BD

�

INDIAN RESTAURANT 
Established 1981

309 New King’s Road (at the junction of  
Munster Road), Fulham, London SW6 4RF.

Order, pay online for a delivery to your home 

Tel: 020 7731 6993 
Table reservation: 020 7736 9596

www.nayaabrestaurant.com
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THE LATEST LOOKS AND STYLE GUIDE

SHARP style
Fashion designer James Lakeland on his 
‘Powerful Thirties’ spring/summer collection 
available in SW19 plus the latest local looks

FASHION





FASHION
Lace-print top, 
£125; skirt, £135

WHAT STYLES ARE ON TREND 
FOR THIS SPRING? 
Monochrome, which plays a big part in the 
collection, is the biggest trend for the new 
season. Aside from this, it allows my 
customer to purchase a piece that won’t 
date quickly and will be a wardrobe staple 
season upon season: black and white never 
goes out of fashion!

WHAT ELSE CAN WE EXPECT 
TO SEE IN STORE?
You will be seeing lovely spring florals, as 
well as bold colour blocking. Our green 
taffeta mac (pictured right) is a particular 
must-have for the spring. We are very 
excited about our collection this season 
because it epitomises the James Lakeland 
ethos with an individual and of-the-moment, 
yet timeless look.

As well as monochrome, 
the biggest trends for 
this season are spring 

florals and bold  
colour blocking

Taffeta trench 
coat, £250

James Lakeland 

is available in Elys 

Wimbledon, 16 

St Georges Road, 

Wimbledon SW19 

4DP; 020 8946 9191
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•   Warm Bamboo Massage

•   Lift and Tone

•   Vitamin Booster

•   Dull Skin

Feel the Radiance
Buy any course of facials and get 3 free sessions of 
back, neck and shoulder massage, or two full body 
massages, to be used along side your facial course

Radiance   •   Renew   •  Rejuvenate  •   Refresh

Text SW19RAD to 020-8544-9988 for all enquiries  
342 Kingston Road, Wimbledon, London, SW20 8LR

www.radiancehealthandbeauty.co.uk | info@radiancehealthandbeauty.co.uk
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FASHION
THINGS  
WE LOVE

The new 
neutrals
Pale pastels and subtle shades 
are perfect for spring 
wardrobes. Neutral hues 
don’t have to be the usual 
floaty fabrics – lace and 
leather are hot on this trend. 
Add metallic accessories to 
dress up simple designs
 

LUXE LEATHER CUFF
Yellow With Pink Flower Motif, 

£48
Argent of London, 531 Old York 

Road, Wandsworth SW18 1TG; 

020 8870 0247; argentlondon.com

essential STYLE

MONOCHROME must haves

Leather Biker Jacket, £350 
Hobbs, 56 High Street, Wimbledon 

SW19 5EE; 020 8947 1309 

hobbs.co.ukCHARITABLE SCARF
Beulah London’s New Colour-
Way Heart Print Scarf, £100

beulahlondon.com

ALL THAT GLITTERS
Daniel Metallic Clutch Bag, £72

Mimi Berry, mimiberry.co.uk

Vero Moda Yanni 
Blazer, £40
Oliver Bonas, 101-103 

Balham High Road, 

Balham SW12 9AP; 

020 8673 0728

Stina Stripe 
Dress, £165
Whistles, 28 High 

Street, Wimbledon 

SW19 5BY; 

020 8739 0112

Limited Collection 
Black and White 
Stripe Jean, £35
Marks & Spencer, 59 

Putney High Street, 

Putney SW15 1SP; 

020 8788 2544; 

marksandspencer.com

Spoon dress, £78 
(belt, model’s own), 
Second Female, available at 

LA Loba, 32 Lavender Road, 

Battersea SW11 5RL; 020 7384 

6118; secondfemale.dk

  SW

LOVES
resident

Scoop Neck 
Sleeveless 
Tunic £185, and 
Skinny Ankle 
Jeans, £160
Eileen Fisher, 

Wimbledon Village, 

23a High Street, 

Wimbledon 

SW19 5DX; 

020 8605 2690



84 swresident.co.uk

Coco Wax Bar 
Coco Wax Bar specialises in hot wax, using a 

gentle lavender wax makes it ideal for sensitive 
skin and offers a pain free treatment. 

The wax will remove the shortest hair as short 
as one millimetres, leaving a very smooth skin. 

Our experienced therapists  provide high 
standard treatments including and not 
limited to (Brazilian, Hollywood etc.) 

Having many hours of  experience, they pay 
close attention to details. By using disposable 

gloves and spatulas, results a very hygienic 
treatment in a very short period of time.

Tel: 02034894274
Email: info@cocowaxbar.co.uk

Visit: 100 Dawes Road, London SW6 7EJ
 

Opening hours: 
Monday to Friday 10am - 8pm

     Saturday  11am - 5pm 2nd Floor, 7 Elm Grove, Wimbledon, SW19 4HE
T: 020 8947 8601 / 07984 920232 • E: info@thepilatesclinic.com

BOOK ONLINE AT WWW.THEPILATESCLINIC.COM

At The Pilates clinic we offer a range of sessions for a range of
abilities. Private and semi-private sessions offer a very personal touch
for anyone wanting to rehabilitate from any pain or injury, through to
fine tuning the posture of a professional athlete.

Group classes can
provide an opportunity
for a slightly more
cardiovascular session,
with the cost benefits 
of being in a small
group of 5.



BEAUTY
GET BODY BEAUTIFUL – INSIDE AND OUT

Statement BROWS
Expert advice on achieving optimum brow status 
plus three of the best body moisturisers to ensure 
that you can step into spring with smooth pins
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Phone us today to book your appointment 020 7627 4901 or visit www.fitterfeet.com
34 North Street, Clapham, London SW4 0HD

Do you have joints or muscle pains in your feet, 
hips, knees or back?
Poor posture causes some joints and muscles to work harder causing 
damage and pain. By assessing the postural imbalance your health 
professionals at Fitter Feet develop treatment plans to correct poor  
joint and muscle function.

‘Fitter Feet’ has a Posture and Gait Assessment Laboratory. Our patients  
are filmed walking, from the back, front, and side views. The film is analysed 
in slow motion to assess each joint and muscle in turn. Treatments are aimed 
at correcting postural abnormalities and successfully cure many problems.

‘Fitter Feet’ has an advanced 
computerised ‘Gait Plate’. This 
new technology shows how your 
feet carry your body weight and 
produces a report of any joint and 
muscle function that is ‘out of sync.’

Posture Analysis

Sports Injuries

Foot Care
Chiropody

London’s Posture & Foot Health Centre ESTABLISHED 1986

Treatments are available to remove:
Verrucae • Corns • Dead skin
Ingrown nails • Fungal infections

Give your feet a treat and let
the foot health restore your
feet to feel young and beautiful

The foot surgery department
performs corrective surgery
for hallux valgus, bunions,
hallux rigidus, arthritic foot
joints, hammer toes and
flat feet. Trapped nerves,
cysts and ganglion can
be removed.

Are you a sports enthusiast?

Do you get injured when you up 
your training. Fitter feet can analyze 
your body movements in our gait 
suit and film your movements. 
Asymmetric movements can cause 
hip knee and foot injuries. Fitter feet 

can change your sporting posture
to cure your injury and up the 
success of your training program.

Curing pain 
throughout your life...



Come in for your complimentary 
consultation today!

16 Abyssinia Close, Northcote Road, Clapham, London, SW11 1ER

T: 020 7223 7372

www.theglasshouseclinic.co.uk

glasshouseclinic@hotmail.com

Lovely Legs  
for Summer!
 at the Glasshouse Clinic

The Glasshouse Clinic is excited to be now offering 

Microsclerotherapy commonly known as ‘Spider Veins’ - tiny 

blood vessels under the skin, which can look unsightly. They occur 

frequently in women and generally on the legs. With as little as two 

to four sessions (depending on the extent of the veins can be up to 

ten sessions) we are pleased to give you the opportunity to go into 

Summer with vein free lovely legs.

For more information about this fantastic new service and to book 

your complimentary consultation please contact us on 0207 223 

7372  or visit our website www.theglasshouseclinic.co.uk.   

We look forward to seeing you at The Glasshouse!



BEAUTY

IT’S A GUY THING

PASTEL POLISH
Sweetshop shades are 

are big news on beauty 
counters this season; pep 

up your nails with 
Loveheart pinks and 

spearmint greens. 
Estee Lauder Pure Colour 

Nail Lacquer in Narcissist, 

£14.50, esteelauder.co.uk 

 Rococo Nail Apparel’s 

Summer Collection, £12, 

spacenk.com 

LUXE looks

Most men wouldn’t 
dream of 
reaching for the 

concealer to hide those 
dark under-eye circles, so 
it’s best to opt for an eye 
cream that means 
business. All hail the new 
RéVive Intensite 
Volumising Eye Serum, 
which thanks to powerful 
RES Technology and 
Cellular Filling Complex, 
helps regenerate the look 
of youthful skin and 
improve visible signs of 
ageing.  

£220, available at Harrods,  

87-135 Brompton Road, 

Knightsbridge SW1X 7XL; 

reviveskincare.com

How to get perfect EYEBROWS

1 Tweeze a few hairs daily – whilst hairs are 
short, it is easier to tell which should stay.

2If you tint brows, they should always be two 
shades darker than your natural colour.

3Only tweeze hairs from underneath your 
brows – never above.  

4Only trim your brows if you know how and 
have straight blade scissors. 

5Don’t over-pluck, because hairs don’t always 
grow back!

6The right tools are essential – invest in a 
brow brush and good-quality tweezers. 

EDITOR’S
FAVOURITE

OF THE BEST... BODY MOISTURISERS
The season of bare legs is upon us, so ensure your 
pins are silky smooth in time for summer

MALIN + GOETZ
Malin+Goetz Vitamin B5 
Body Moisturizer is oil-free 
yet fully hydrates dry skin. 
£28 for 7.5oz/220ml.

spacenk.co.uk

3

NOBLE ISLE
Best of British: Noble Isle’s 
Summer Rising body lotion 
is inspired by Cornish 
Hedgerows. £25 for 250ml. 

nobleisle.com

Shavata precision tweezers, £19.50
shavata.co.uk

GARDENIA OF LONDON
We love Wimbledon florist 
Gardenia of London’s Lavender 
& Sweet Pea hand and body 
lotion. Just £2.99 for 300ml.

 Tesco or gardeniaoflondon.co.uk

With tips from tweezing and plucking expert, Shavata 
SCENT OF SPRING

Aerin’s Limited Edition Spring Style 
Palette, £45, a fresh burst of delicate 

floral eye eyeshadows, complete with soft 
brush and stunning packaging. 

johnlewis.com 

88 swresident.co.uk  
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The only doctor led advanced skin,
laser and beauty clinic in Putney

0208 246 4866 | www.cosmedics.co.uk
4 Disraeli Road, Putney SW15 2DS

• Yummy Tummy - An Omega-rich facial for your tummy!
• Mellow Mama - A completely relaxing full body massage
• Gorgeous Glow – relaxing and rebalancing for hormonal skin

Now on offer at our Putney clinic conveniently located just off
Putney high street. Experienced and friendly therapist.

We also offer  a full range of beauty treatments including pain
free laser hair removal, caci non surgical treatments, skin
condition specific facials, waxing, manicures and much more

The cosmedics skin doctors also offer a full range 
of non surgical cosmetic treatments for facial
rejuvenation as well as the cosmetic removal of
unwanted moles/skin tags and warts.

Please see our website or call us on 0208 246 4866.

We are very pleased to announce the launch of a fantastic range of face and
body treatments specifically for pregnant ladies.... from the Mama Mio Spa
range of treatments all perfectly safe from the second trimester

Goldsmiths and Jewellers in Wimbledon Village 
1 Church Rd, London, SW19 5DW

020 8947 4772

www.michaelplatt.co.uk

Specialist in re-design of old or inherited jewels. Restoration
work &  valuations undertaken in onsite workshop. Friendly

professional service. Visit website for full details

Beautiful
Bespoke

Jewellery

Fifty Shades of GEMSTONES......
from our Collection or Bespoke Design Service.    

OPEN

SUNDAY
S

QUALIFIED HAIR STYLIST, MAKEUP
ARTIST AND NAIL TECHNICIANZoe

Indulge and relax without having to
leave the comfort of your own home

Mobile nail service offering:
• Manicure - Massage included, with a
wide range of colours to choose from

• Pedicure - A relaxing break for your feet,
including a massage

• UV Gels - Instantly dry ensuring
resistance to any chips and smudges.
Results last up to 2weeks

I specialise in wedding hair and makeup so 
any brides that want to look fabulous on 
their special day please take a look at my
website for prices and information.

www.makeupbyzoehickman.co.uk
Contact Zoe on : 07974 470 559
Email - info@makeupbyzoehickman.co.uk
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Opening hours are: Mon–Wed: 10am–7pm, Thurs–Fri: 10am–8pm, Sat: 10am–6pm

144 Mitcham Road, London SW17 9NH
Call now on (020) 8767 5151 visit www.pearlbeautyclinic.co.uk

Get ready for Summer
Book now for non invasive 45 minute instant Lypo Course!  
Skin rejuvenation, Face lifts, Acupuncture, IPL, Micro current facials. Guaranteed results!



TRAVEL
YOUR GUIDE TO THE WORLD’S BEST DESTINATIONS

Enticed by EUROPE
Whether you want to discover art and speakeasies in 
Amsterdam or get acquainted with Paris’ Latin 
Quarter, Europe’s got the spring mini-break for you



92 swresident.co.uk  

When it comes to number 
crunching Amsterdam is 
pretty impressive. The Dutch 

capital has 790,044 inhabitants and 
600,000 bicycles. There are 1,515 cafes 
and bars in Amsterdam and some 4.6 
million visitors each year. Sadly, I didn’t 
manage to count the number of clogs.

While we’re talking numbers, 2013 
marks the 400th anniversary of 
Amsterdam’s Canal Ring and the 40th 
anniversary, and reopening, of the Van 
Gogh Museum. On 14th April the city’s 
famous Rijksmuseum, home to 
Rembrandt’s famous painting The Night 
Watch, will also reopen to the public 
after a 10-year closure. 

Stay at the new 122-room Andaz 
Amsterdam hotel, which is located in the 
historic centre of Amsterdam, on the site 
of the former Public Library on 
Amsterdam’s Prinsengracht. With 
exuberant interiors designed by Marcel 
Wanders, it reflects the cultural scene 
and history outside. The lobby makes 
reference to the building’s past with 
books but it’s a high-tec, personal 

approach when checking in. Staff armed 
with iPads are positioned at podiums 
and video art plays on a loop. 

From here you can walk to some of 
the city’s major attractions and the lively 
Jordaan district, including its Nine 
Streets – perfect for shoppers. If not 
eating in the Andaz’s Bluespoon 
Restaurant, try Lion Noir for a French 
fine-dining experience or Bussia for 
great Italian food. For those wishing to 
extend the fun, pay a visit to Jimmy Woo 
nightclub. We also headed to a burger 
joint for an after-dinner drink. We were 
ushered through a secret door into a 
speakeasy-style cocktail bar in The 
Butcher. It was cool, very cool and there 
wasn’t a clog in sight.

Lorraine Crighton-Smith

Classics 
NOUVEAUX
Old weekend favourites Paris and Amsterdam  
have some big surprises in store for you

 Rooms are available from €325 per night. 
Reservations for Andaz Amsterdam 
Prinsengracht may be made by calling  
+31 20 - 523 1234 or visit amsterdam.
prinsengracht.andaz.com.

Art and speakeasies in Amsterdam

TRIP NOTES

  SW
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 the

The Seven Hotel is a 35-
room hotel which includes 
seven spacious suites created 
by four different designers. 
Rooms start at £157 per 
night. sevenhotelparis.com

Art lovers should treat 
themselves to a long 
afternoon at the Centre 
Georges Pompidou, one of 
Europe’s finest art galleries 
where you can find rare 
works by Francis Bacon, 
Kandinsky and Picasso. 

TRIP NOTES

When it comes to Paris, there are 
two camps to choose from. 
One where the France-phobes 

reside in fear of subtitled Truffaut and 
escargot, and the ‘Woody Allen’ camp; 
where a perfect night involves a stroll 
along the Seine with a glass of 1664. 

I have always been part of the Allen 
camp, having spent most of my Uni years 
with Le Chat Noir poster covering a damp 
wall. But for all the summers spent in the 
cosy nooks of Parisian bars I had never 
ventured to the eclectic epicentre that is 
the city’s Latin Quarter. Home to a 
number of universities, within the 
Quarter’s lively bars, the whole spectrum 
of French youth can be found. 

One of the better hotels in the area is 
The Seven Hotel, a four star venue 
tailored for couples; with mood lighting 
and themed rooms. Among their seven 
suites, there is one with a James Bond 
theme and the Alice in Wonderland 
room, whose features include a clawfoot 
tub and a chessboard in the bathroom. 
The décor is futuristic in style, and you 

are very much left to your own devices 
by the staff, allowing you to experience 
the Latin Quarter on your own terms, 
swanning in only to enjoy their delicious 
French breakfast. 

At the heart of the Latin Quarter is the 
Rue Mouffetard, a winding street which 
houses everything from dive-bars to 
bourgeois bakeries and tiny cafes with 
the best brunch in the city. Less than five 
minutes walk from the hotel, this narrow 
enclave houses one of Paris’ oldest bars, 
Le Vieux Chêne, a one-time meeting 
point for a revolutionary circle. Venture 
to the top of the ‘Rue’ and you’ll find 
family-run restaurants with fiery maitre 
d’s who won’t let you leave without 
trying an authentic almanac with your 
steak tartare. 

At night, anything could happen in 
this raucous street but by day it becomes 
a much-visited market. After a visit to 
Paris, don’t be surprised when you find 
yourself redesigning your home in the 
style of Le Chat Noir. 

Catherine McCabe

The happy heart of Paris

TRAVEL

The Seven Hotel boasts 
seven themed suites

Paris comes alive at night

Stay in style at the 
Andaz Amsterdam







HOW DID YOUR CAREER CHANGE 
WHEN YOU HAD YOUR CHILDREN?
My career changed massively when I 
had children! I became like other 
working mums trying to perfect the 
juggling act of children and work – and 
often having to do a job with little-to-no 
sleep. Also, the fact is one’s priorities 
change and you have to think more 
carefully about what job you take 
whereas pre children things, like travel, 
didn’t factor into it so much.

WHAT HAS BEEN THE HIGH 
POINT OF YOUR CAREER?
The high point of my career so far has 
been the joy of having been part of the 
BBC when I felt it really was like being 
part of a huge family. Three and a half 
hours of live telly on a Saturday were, in 
my mind, as good as it got and was a 
truly joyous job on every level. I loved it. 

TELL US ABOUT SEMMALINA, 
YOUR SHOP IN BELGRAVIA...
I set up Semmalina when my son Sam 
was six months old (he’s now 14!).  
I wanted to step out of limelight to be 
with the children but wanted a new 
project. Pimlico Green was an up and 
coming area, and I loved the location 
and look of the shop – and 
I knew that  it was going to attract more 
mums with the opening of Daylesford 
and Starbucks. I ran it for seven years 
before my sister started to get involved, 
and then my career started up again in 
the media. To be honest she was, and 
still is, brilliant at selling and running it, 
and I was pretty useless. It wasn’t for 
me, I took non sales totally personally 
and didn’t have the patience that she has 
for dealing with a tricky customer!  
So I have handed over my side of the 
business to her and she runs it now –  
I only really get involved with doing 
occasional window dressing.

WHAT ABOUT STARBAGS, HOW 
DID THAT COME ABOUT?
Starbags came off the back of the shop as 
in doing bespoke party bags; it was 
something I had seen a lot more in the 
USA and I loved the idea, I introduced 
them at home for my own children’s 
parties. Starbags  has become a huge 
extension of Semmalina, basically, they 
now make party bags for all occasions and 
I am really proud of them, as they are 
unique. I think there is nothing nicer than 
a fab goody bag at whatever age you are!

WHAT STYLE TIPS CAN YOU 
GIVE SW RESIDENT MUMS?
I have so been there, wanting to wear 
slouchy clothes! To be honest, after 
having children and having loved A-line 
maternity wear, it’s all to easy to slip 
into only wearing that sort of look. 

About a year ago I felt I needed a 40-
something revamp and met with stylist 
Gemma Sheppard, who now not only 
styles me but together we have set up 
#SalutingStyle. Gemma has helped me 
create an age-appropriate look that 
I now feel super comfy with and one 
which suits my lifestyle. It’s all about 
going out of your comfort zone and 
trying new things – saluting a trend. It’s 
not about trying to keep up with the 
total catwalk look but it’s about finding 
your own version! Check out my website 
EmmaForbes.com for more info on this 
and weekly articles – it’s very much our 
current project!

GROWING UP, WHAT WAS IT 
LIKE HAVING FAMOUS PARENTS?
Growing up I wasn’t really aware of my 
parents being famous because I think 
children just accept the parents they 
have as the norm. I think my children 
are the same – I don’t think they ever 
really think about it! My son once asked 
why anyone would want me to sign a 
piece of white paper... what did it mean? 
To be honest, he had a point.

CHILDREN’S TV IS NOT WHAT 
IT USED TO BE, DO YOU AGREE?
I sound like an old fogey but I agree, 
children’s TV has changed massively. 
Now there are designated channels for 
whatever you want to watch from 
cartoons to action and adventure. I think 
that live element is sadly missing and, 
although I feel I couldn’t do children’s 
TV again, I would relish the chance of a 
resurgence of that type of programme. 
Would I go back? Like a shot. It never 
felt like work, I loved being part of a 
‘team’, the adrenaline from live TV is like 
nothing other and I had a ball. 
 

 Visit EmmaForbes.com to find out more and to read 

about the products Emma discovers and loves

96 swresident.co.uk  

Why Emma’s
A MODERN MUM
From children’s television queen to mother and businesswoman, Emma Forbes 
talks through her fabulous career and reveals her thoughts on kids’ TV today

Emma with her son Sam 
and daughter Lily
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MINI RESIDENT

I became like other 
working mums trying to 

perfect the juggling act of 
children and work
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MINI resident

FAMILY LIFE
MUMS
Show Live!

F or families with 4-12 
year olds, Mums 
Show Live! is your 

chance to get face-to-face 
with the discussions raised 
by other parents, books, 
newspaper articles, TV 
shows, expert blogs and 
websites as well as teachers 
and of course our own mums 
and dads. The response has 
been phenomenal and the 
sponsors, exhibitors, 
partners, experts and 
celebrities that will bring the 
event to life are currently 
being confirmed.
A full weekend schedule of 
activities is planned for your 
kids, and there’s all of 
Alexandra Palace and the 
Park to explore too.

 Mums Show Live, 16-19 May, 

Alexandra Palace, London N22 

7AY. For more information visit 

mumshowlive.com

Mayor of Wandsworth 
visits Northcote Lodge
Boys prep school Northcote Lodge had a 
special visitor on Monday 11 March, when 
the Mayor of Wandsworth, Councillor 
Adrian Knowles 
popped in! 
Councillor Knowles – 
a qualified physicist – 
started his profes-
sional life as a teach-
er. The Mayor spoke 
to the boys about his 
role and  was pre-
sented with a new 
cloak, made by the 
Head of Art and DT, 
Amanda Burnyeat, 
with the help of her 
sister and a 
Northcote family, 
Mrs Burgstaller and 
her son Alexander. 

northcotelodge.co.uk

St Bede’s welcomes 
Prep Headmaster

The Governors and 
the Headmaster, Dr 
Richard Maloney, of 
the St Bede’s School 
Trust Sussex, have 
announced the 
appointment of Mr 
Giles Entwisle to the 
position of Bede’s 
Prep Headmaster. Dr 

Maloney said ‘We are delighted that a 
professional of the calibre of Mr Entwisle 
is joining Bede’s to lead the Prep School 
through its next exciting stage of 
development’. Mr Entwisle comes to 
Bede’s with an exceptional pedigree in 
Prep School education. Currently, he is 
the Deputy Headmaster of Highfield 
School in Hampshire, a post that he has 
held with distinction since 2008. Mr 
Entwisle said ‘I believe that every child has 
the ability to bring something remarkable 
and special to the world, and at Bede’s it 
will be my aim to find out what that is’.

ARTY SCHOOL FENCE
Lambeth College students have put the 
finishing touches to a much needed 
makeover of the playground fence at Sir 
James Barrie Primary School in 
Battersea as part of their Prince’s Trust 
community project. The students on the 
Prince’s Trust programme raised funds 
to pay for some of the paint and 
materials needed to renovate the fence! 

 Visit lambethcollege.ac.uk for more information

  SW
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Details of scholarships to the school occasionally awarded by the 
independent charity House Schools Trust to gifted children, currently at 
a maintained school and aged 7 or over on 1 September in each year, are also 
available either from the school or at the website www.houseschoolstrust.org

New building now open – additional places available

Open Evening
Thursday 2nd May 2013 
6pm – 8pm

Prospect House School is a long-established and
successful IAPS co-educational prep school in 
Putney for children aged 3 to 11. The school is 
non-selective at age three or four. Within a friendly 
but purposeful atmosphere, each child is encouraged 
to attain his or her personal best. Exam results have
been excellent and the school is proud of its 
reputation established over many years.

In addition to regular weekly tours, the school is
holding an Open Evening on Thursday 2nd 
May 2013, 6pm-8pm when we shall be delighted 
to welcome prospective parents wishing to:

•  Guided by existing pupils, tour the school 
and meet the staff 

•  View the excellent facilities, including the 
new Lower School building nearby

You are assured of a very warm welcome.
For further details and to register your interest,
please contact the school office on 020 8780 0456
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Mini BUYS

MINI RESIDENT

The latest looks and buys for you and your little ones 

SPRING FASHION
Mini Residents will love the playful new 
spring summer collection from Trotters. 
Catering for boys and girls, the latest line 
features themes such nautical, sugar and 
spice and garden party, including this red 
daisy dress, £34.99 and Martha Shoes, 
£17.99. Find them at Trotters. 

 86 Northcote Road, Battersea SW11 6QN; 020 7585 0572 

and 34 King’s Road, Chelsea SW3 4UD; 020 7259 9620; 

trotters.co.uk

GARDEN GAMES
Get outside and enjoy British Summer 
Time in the garden. Jaques of London’s 
Original Royal Quoits set is based on 
a traditional Jaques design and features 
a simple fit together system with natural 
wood finish and natural rope quoits.
 It costs £40 at Heal’s, 

234 King’s Road, Chelsea 

SW3 5UA

020 7349 8411;.

heals.co.uk

COOL FOR KIDS
Brand new kids’ clothing label Emma Levine 
is bridging the gap between fashion-forward 
and affordable. Designs are bright, bold and 
beautiful, using prints and intricate detailing, 
but reasonably priced, so little ones can look 
lovely and you don’t have to panic about 
price. We are particularly fond of the 
nightwear (pictured here is the Girl’s Peace 
Love Calm Pjs £22, and Boy’s Bandit Pjs £22). 

Find the range at Peter Jones or online at emmalevine.net

GET BAKING WITH THE KIDS 
COOKING COMPANY!
Put your chef’s cap on, grab your spoon and get baking, 
with The Kids Cooking Company. The new Create & Bake 
Sets (£15 each) have everything you need to mix, press, 
bake and decorate your very own cookies or fairy cakes. 
Your little ones will look adorable in their very own chef’s 
hat, as they get creative using the brightly coloured 
baking accessories. Each kit also contains a spatula, two 
cookie cutters for shaping dough and pretty cake cases 
for cake mixture. Just add the ingredients provided on 
the handy recipe card and let them get stuck in, having 
fun and learning at the same time. 

The Kids Cooking Company, 020 7833 8181; thekidscookingcompany.co.uk    

FOR YOU AND YOUR BABY 
Products for mum and baby make perfect gifts for 
new parents, and the Bloom and Blossom range is 
the perfect combination of gentle luxury. The mother 
and baby oil combines soothing lavender with 
chamomile oil to soothe you and your baby off to 
sleep.

Available from Space NK, 205 New King’s Road, Fulham SW6 4SR;  

020 7736 6728; uk.spacenk.com
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Open Afternoon 
Prep and Senior 

Saturday 22nd June, 1:00pm

In addition we are holding a Year 5 Activities Morning on this day.

A Catholic school warmly welcoming girls of all faiths, age 3-18.

Call Mrs Angelita Faulkner to reserve your place for 
either event on 0203 261 0139 or email  
admissions@stcatherineschool.co.uk

Cross Deep, Twickenham, TW1 4QJ

www.stcatherineschool.co.uk

I.A.P.S Co-educational School
Hearnville Road, London SW12 8RS
Tel: 020 8673 7573
school@hornsbyhouse.org.uk

HORNSBY HOUSE SCHOOL

Open Morning
Thursday 6th June at 9am

For further information and a prospectus, 
please telephone the Registrar on 020 8673 7573

school@hornsbyhouse.org.uk
www.hornsbyhouse.org.uk

Hornsby House School
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MINI RESIDENT

FRESH NEW LOOKS FOR SPRING
Jacadi’s new spring/ summer collection takes inspiration from 
the gardens of Paris so little ones can look as fresh as a spring 

morning. We love the everyday elegance for girls and boys.
Jacadi, 39 King’s Road, Chelsea SW3 4ND; 020 72599 697

SHAMPOO SUPERSTARS 
Keep young hair clean with the wonderfully 
scented range of all-organic toiletries for 
children, Childs Farm.
Tame that mane! Conditioner for unruly hair, 
£4.69 will make combing curly kiddies’ hair 
easier too. 

Priced £4.69 each, find it at Happy Faces salon on Webbs 

Road in Battersea, Chelsea Toys on Godfrey Street SW3 or 

online at childsfarm.com.

FLASH NEW WHEELS
An innovative new pushchair called 
Origami has launched in the UK and is 
available exclusively at John Lewis. 
Designed to make life easier for parents 
on the go, the Origami features a power 
folding system, a built-in generator 
which charges the pushchair and your 
phone as you walk and lights that turn 
on automatically in low-light conditions. 
The pushchair also has a four-wheel 
suspension and an interactive LCD 
dashboard featuring a speedometer and 
odometer, for parents who are keen to 
keep track of activity levels.

Origami Pushchair, £929. Exclusive to Peter Jones, 

Sloane Square, Chelsea SW1W 8EL; 020 7730 3434; 

johnlewis.com

RETRO ROOMS
With its retro look this 
beautiful chest of drawers can 
also be a changing table by 
adding a separate changing 
station (sold separately) or a 
timeless storage unit for all 
ages. It’s made from birch and 
MDF from eco-managed 
forests, hand painted with a 
semi-matt varnish finish. 
Available in nine colours. 

Buy it for £980 at Bobo Kids.,29 Elystan 

Street, Chelsea, London SW3 3NT; 

020 7838 1020; bobokids.co.uk

HOOK IT UP
Keep littles ones’ rooms neat 
and tidy. This Vintage 
Wooden Baby Hook, £5.99, 
will certainly help as we all 
know that elephants never 
forget.

The Contemporary Home, tch.net

Mini BUYS
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ARTS AND CRAFTS

www.melaniewrightartist.co.uk

ME L A N I E WR I G H T

Port ra i t s

CH I L D R E N A N D A D U LT S.
PE N C I L, CH A R C OA L,

PA S T E L O R OI L.
ST U D I O/H O M E S I T T I N G S

LO N D O N A N D TH E COT S W O L D S

TE L: 07792 580788

BUILDING AND REFURBISHMENT

BM BUILDERS
Period Renovations,

Extensions & Landscaping.

07974 912 325
020 8540 4478

www.bmbuilders.net
bmbuilders@blueyonder.co.uk

D.W.Tiling
Painting, Decorating, Carpentry, 

Plumbing, Electrics, 
New Kitchen & Bathroom installation, 

Brick Work, Modernisation, 
New Loft and Extension

Reference available upon request

Contact Mark 
Mobile: 07900 248883 
Tel: (020) 8772 7989 

Email: mark@mlbuildingwork.co.uk

www.mlbuildingwork.co.uk

SOUTHSIDE BUILDERS 
All aspects of building work.

Refurbishment, Extensions, Kitchens

Loft Conversions, Plumbing Bathrooms,

Carpentry and Decorating

FREE CONSULTATION AND ESTIMATE

07507 476 372 / 020 8689 5573

Quality work with outstanding style

The Small Job Man

Phone Peter on
07734 204 059

• From repairs to general building refurbs
• Wardrobes and shelving made to fit
• Bathroom and Kitchen refurbs
• All forms of tiling done to high spec 
• Electrical and Decorating work
• Sash window repairs and hanging 

of doors
• Lock fitting
• Damp Course injection
• A friendly face with years of experience

DECORATING

Book now for your Free  consultation
Website: www.rowenamaher.com
077 34213 766 / 020 7376 4728

High quality Bespoke Curtains &
Blinds at extremely Competitive Prices

Professional, friendly and reliable service
Book now for your Free consultation

07734 213 766 / 020 7376 4728
www.rowenamaher.com

DECORATORS LTD
Full Refurbishments 

Interior & Exterior Painting

References available

020 8641 3032

07778 177 844

info@iandaydecorator.co.uk

LIFESTYLE FRANCE PHOTOGRAPHY LEISURE REGIONAL SHOOTING

Something for
everyone...
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ELECTRICAL SERVICES

ELECTRICIANS

Paul Longland
Electrical Services

M: 07572 108 008

E: paullongland47@gmail.com

www.paullongland.com

Part P Approved

17th Edition Compliant
All Work Guaranteed

From a new plug.....to a total rewire

FLOORING SERVICES

FURNITURE AND JOINERY

ALCOVE UNITS | EAVES STORAGE
WARDROBES | SHELVING | BESPOKE
STORAGE FOR AWKWARD SPACES

www.eavesandalcoves.com
mobile: 07944 515 771
office: 020 82519 206

e: info@creativecarpentryandbuilding.com

First Class Carpentry and Joinery

A long established family business. We turn up 
when we say we will and clean up when we are finished

020 8659 9500
www.colvinbrothers.com

By

R.S. COLVIN
Alcove Cupboards and Wardrobes

Period or Contemporary

WIMBLEDON WARDROBES
Specialist Carpentry, 

Fitted wardrobes,
alcove cupboards, bookshelves,

radiator covers etc.
www.wimbledonwardrobes.com

07778 296 596

90 mallinson road
london sw11 1bn

tel: 020 7924 1421
mob: 07866 724718

steve@swbishop.co.uk
www.swbishop.co.uk

• fully qualified
• part p registered
• no call out charge
• free quotations
• certificates

• full or part rewires
• new fuseboards
• fault finding/repair
• low voltage lighting
• outdoor lighting

Professional  |  Floor Sanding  |  Installation
Sanding/Sealing/Staining
Dust Free
Quality at a price you’ll find hard to beat.
Visit our website  |  www.artisanflooring-uk.com
Call for a free consultation  |  07990740450  |  020 8301 6604

ARTISAN
flooring

TTO ADVERTISE CALL
THOMAS WILLIAMS

020 7605 2272



CLASSIFIED: TO ADVERTISE CALL THOMAS WILLIAMS 020 7605 2272

www.design4gardens.co.uk

tel: 01892 740121 
email: design4gardens@yahoo.co.uk

● garden and landscape design
● construction
● landscaping
● planting
● lighting
● water

garden design and construction

Design4Gardens

For more information, 
please call Tecwyn Evans 

Mobile: 07968 449 329
Office:  020 8579 1236
Office:  01403 259 888

PROFESSIONAL 
LANDSCAPING

www.the-real-garden-company.com

THOMAS
TURFING

Wisley trained
greenkeeper

Turfing & lawn
refurbishment

Free estimates, portfolio
and references

020 8767 7967
07793 939353

www.thomasturfing.com

TONY POOLEY
GARDEN

CONSTRUCTION

Portfolio & References
Free quotations & advice

020 8402 8327 
07931 549 144

tp.landscapes@btinternet.com

Paving Decking
Fencing Turfing
Drives Brickwork

HOME SERVICES

The Perfect Cleaning Solution...
• Carpets, Curtains &  
   Upholstery cleaning
• Moving in and out cleaning
• Short notice cleaning 
• End/Start tenancy cleaning
Available 7 days a week at short notice

020 8741 5678
www.associatedcleaning.co.uk

FREE
quotation 
available

GARDENING

ARBOR LANDSCAPES

Turfing, fencing, decking, pergolas,

tree surgery, plant supply, watering

systems and clean-ups. 

tel 020 8653 6071

www.arborlandscapes.com

“English Lady Gardeners”
To everything there is a season...skilled planting, planning,

pruning, weeding, choice of plants and acquisition, all aspects

of plant care and maintenance. Qualified and experienced.

No construction. 22 guineas per hour.

020 7228 0439
Areas: SW4, 8, 9, 11, 12, 16, 17, 18.

PRESTIGIOUS TREES
All aspects of tree work and hedging.
Council approved and fully insured.
Free inspection and written quotation.
020 8432 6986
www.prestigioustrees.co.uk 
lisa@prestigioustrees.co.uk

Transform your garden in to something 

amazing in as little as 7 days and for a lot 

less than you think

 01483 452585   |   0779 3939 353
matthew@offtheshelfgardens.com 

www.offtheshelfgardens.com 

Off the Shelf Designs 
for City Gardens

LandscapesPM
Garden design & construction

Everything from a new patio 
or fence, to a complete 
design and build project.

Please call  Patrick Martin  020 8835 8441 or 07961 311 015

email info@pmlandscapes.co.uk   www.pmlandscapes.co.uk 

Roots Gardening Services, specialist
pruning, wisteria pruning, planting &

planting design, planting for problem areas,
biodynamic planting, lawn & shrub
renovation, tree pruning up to 5m.

Ring Richard on 07931 767 733
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■  High quality refurbishments  ■  Kitchen / bathroom installations 
■  Building work including extensions and loft conversions  ■ Flooring
■  Bespoke units / storage  ■ French polishing  ■ All aspects of decoration

To see examples of our work visit: 
www.sylvestersrenovations.co.uk

01483 423825  07931 649 257

KITCHEN AND BATHROOM

WARD BROTHERS BATHROOMS LTD
BATHROOM & WET ROOM SPECIALISTS 
Est. 1979

Tel: 020 8656 9851    
Mobile: 07973 662 475 
email: terry.ward@virgin.net
Quality bathroom & wet room installation by professionals.
En-suite bathrooms and walk in showers constructed,
We specialise in wet room installations with 20 years 
experience in this field. Benchmark & I.P.H.E. Registered.

Visit our website & see our work.

www.wardbrothers .b iz
est imate  f ree

PAINTING AND DECORATING

PLASTERING

0800 0518 412          07904 181806

pimlicoplastering@hotmail.co.uk

FULLY INSURED | COMPETITIVE RATES | CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED

Quality Plastering
Skim Coat Finish
Rendering
Dry Lining

New Ceiling Specialist
Cornice
Stud Wall Partitions
Screeding

020 8299 1547

078 8768 2189

Painting & 
Decorating
interior & exterior

PATRICK COLLINS

INTERIORS

CURTAINS AND BLINDS
Using your fabrics or ours curtains and blinds
made and fitted in 10 days. Tracks and poles,

Supply and fit.
House measures and advice.

Estimates Free.
Local business 25 years.

020 8877 0167
THE CURTAIN WORKSHOP

‘ABSOLUTELY SPOTLESS’
Professional Cleaning

• Moving in/out cleans • Builders cleans
• Spring Cleans • End of tenancy cleans

• Carpet & upholstery cleaning
• Fully insured • References • Free quotes

0208 932 7360  7 days
www.absolutelyspotless.co.uk   spotless@ukonline.co.uk

HOME SERVICES

TTO ADVERTISE CALL

THOMAS WILLIAMS

020 7605 2272
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PROPERTY SERVICES

Call now 0208 778 1100
www.paxtonrestoration.co.uk

Paxton
Restoration

Safe and secure solutions for draughty,
rattling windows and condensation

• Draught proofing
• Sash window refurbishment
• Double glazing to existing sashes
• New timber windows
• Painting & decorating

• Surveys on residential 
and commercial property

• Valuations
• Party walls
• Expert Reports
• Building disputes
• Property advice

020 7727 0619
Bramley Arms, 1 Bramley Road, W10 6SZ

info@scottdavidson.co.uk

architecture
design

construction

T 0207 490 3387
mail@uvarchitects.co.uk
www.uvarchitects.co.uk

SASH WINDOWS

FENSA
Registered Company

Unit 6 Malham Business Centre,
Malham Rd, London, SE23 1AH
E-Mail: draughtbusters@aol.com

Draught Proofing
Repairs &
Replacement of

sash
WINDOWS

For free survey and quotation call

020 8291 2800
www.draught-busters.co.uk

DRAUGHT BUSTERS LTD
Established since 1999

www.marlis-windows.co.uk

SASH
WINDOWS

Marlis Carpentry &
Sash Windows

SPECIALIST DRAUGHTPROOFING OF: 
SASH WINDOWS, CASEMENT WINDOWS, 

FRENCH DOORS & DOORS
SASH CONVERSIONS: UPVC/ALUMINIUM TO WOOD

01322 279159
07764 159957

For Free Quotation & Advice

ALL WORK FULLY GUARANTEED

Sash window draught proofing,

Repairs and replacements.

Quality hardwood sash 
windows and doors. 

Free survey
Fast & reliable service

Tel: 0800 085 4566 / 0207 127 5331
www.sashrestorations.co.uk

SASH SMART
The Sash Window Company

www.sashsmart.co.uk
0333 121 6064

SASH SMART PROUDLY COVER THE LONDON AREA
ACORN HOUSE 74-94 CHERRY ORCHARD ROAD 

CROYDON CR0 6BA

Broken Cords?

Stiff Windows?

Rotten Wood?

Draught Proofing?

Double Glazing?

Security Concerns?

Secondary Glazing?

Specialists in Draught Proofing,
Replacements, Repairs & Conversions

CALL OR GET YOUR FREE INSTANT 
ONLINE QUOTE TODAY

PLUMBING AND HEATING

BATHROOMS

MARK EVANS | PLUMBING & HEATING
LUXURY BATHROOM INSTALLERS

TEL: 0203 411 1246
EMAIL: markevans270@btinternet.com
VISIT: www.markevansbathrooms.co.uk

MODERN ~ CONTEMPORARY ~ CLASSIC

supplied & f itted
STYLISH

We provide all of
the following services:

Plumbing & Heating
Showers • Bathrooms

Wetfloor Systems • Tiling
Electrics • Under-Floor Heating

Boiler Replacement
Carpentry • Plastering
Ventilation • Flooring

Decorating

TTO ADVERTISE CALL
THOMAS WILLIAMS

020 7605 2272
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TILING

For further details of our services, please see our website
www.estwall.co.uk or call us on
0203 6677318 or 07950 593454

SPECIALISTS 
IN VICTORIAN 
GEOMETRIC 
PATHWAYS

Established in 1995 we’ve brought the highest standards in 
domestic tiling services to homes for over 15 years. Focusing 
on quality in our work and products we work with a range of 
materials including ceramics, glass and natural stone such as 
limestone and marble.

We only employ fully qualified installers, knowing that our 
high quality standards can only be consistently delivered 
by highly experienced professionals. Always aiming 
to deliver a very personalised and bespoke service 
we carry out a complete survey, offer advice on 
the different tiling materials and provide good 
turnaround times at competitive prices.

We offer homeowners the very best in natural 
stone, glass and  ceramic tiling installations.

TUITION

I TAL IAN TUIT ION
Fully qualified native teacher 

with over 10 years experience
All levels and ages catered for

Tailor made one-to-one and group lessons
Business or pleasure

In company or home training
GCSE and A-level preparation

Fabio 07704 267 666

Victoria Page Private Tuition
Children 21/2 yrs to 11+ Scholarship.

Prep 7+/common Ent, Mathematics,English. Reasoning,
Remedial Reading, Nursery Syllabus.

Exceptional Refs. 
Fulham 07050 246810. 0207 381 9911

www.victoriapage.net

WINDOWS AND DOORS

Draughtproofing
Double and single glazing

French doors
Windows and Doors

www.artisanscarpentry.com
T. 020 8947 8549 M. 07958 647 210
info@artisanscarpentry.com

Renewal and refurbishment
of traditional Sash and Casement Windows 

SOFT FURNISHINGS

THE CURTAIN FABRIC FACTORY

FULL MAKING &
FITTING SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATES

230/6 NORTH END ROAD, FULHAM W14 9NU

Tel: 0207 386 0008 Fax: 0207 381 8879
Email: cfpolytrad@aol.com

www.curtainfabricfactory.co.uk

Probably the largest stock of Curtain &
Upholstery Fabrics, Blinds, Curtain Tracks

& Poles in West London

TRACKING
& HANGING

Small family run company specialising 
in all aspects of curtain fitting. 

Supplier & fitter of curtain track  

tel/fax 020 8674 9142  mobile 07860 330 191 
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A stylish, extended Victorian terrace from KFH
Three of the best: homes with gardens, ideal for summer
Spotlight on the leafy, residential streets of Fulham

SW







Help for those buying properties of up to £600,000 
value and no mansion tax for owners of £1m+ homes 

In some quarters, response to the recent 
Budget has consisted mainly of relief that 
certain proposals weren’t introduced, namely 

mansion tax and increased high-end council tax 
bands. The Help to Buy Scheme was widely 
welcomed as an initiative to help those buying a 
property of up to £600,000 in value, and also to 
inject momentum into the market as a whole. 

Robert Bartlett, CEO of Chesterton Humberts, 
was relieved the Chancellor did not introduce a 
wide ranging mansion tax, saying: ‘This would 
have been a blunt instrument which would not 
redistribute money from the wealthy to the poor 
as many owners of £1m+ homes do not fall into 
the ‘wealthy’ category – they have merely seen 
the value of their homes rise above the threshold 
over time,’ adding that he was ‘similarly pleased’ 
there would be no ‘new punitive high-end council 
tax bands on an already increasingly tax 
burdened property sector’.

Commenting on the Help to Buy Scheme, 
Peter Rollings, CEO of Marsh & Parsons, said: 
‘This is a great shot in the arm for the property 
market at all levels. It will have the effect of 
enabling ‘second steppers’ to move up the ladder, 
thereby making many more first-time buyer 
suitable properties available.’

On prime property, Charlie Bubear of Savills 
noted that there weren’t ‘any specific changes 
which will directly affect this end of London’s 
property market. Business will continue as usual 
as cash rich buyers make the most of the weak 
pound and low interest rates on offer’. He added 
that ‘one potential benefit will be the reduction of 
corporation tax to 20%. Whilst London is already 
very attractive, this change will make it an even 
more appealing place to do business, and could 
help set London even further apart from 
competing global cities and in turn attract more 
international buyers to the capital’.

Budget reaction
NEWS

Prime numbers
Over the past 12 months, property price growth 
in prime central London has totalled:

8.1%
Over the same time, gold has fallen in value by:

2.3%   Source: Knight Frank

CAPITAL 
GAINS

The average price of a London 
home will reach £500,000 by the end 
of the decade, according to research 

by the Centre for Economics and 
Business. Prices are expected to rise 

by 30% from the 2013 average of 
£383,000, driven by London’s ‘rosy 

economic growth prospects, 
buoyed by IT, business  

and professional 
services’.

INSPIRING HOMES
LIVING WALLS
In the capital, where outside space is at 
a premium, canny developers and 
homeowners are not just building up, 
they’re gardening ‘up’ too. One of the 
latest trends is ‘vertical gardening’ or 
‘living walls’. Even the smallest 
courtyard can be transformed into a lush 
oasis, all that’s required is a wall. 

In a bid to improve the environment, 
the London Mayor is also keen to see 
‘more green roofs and walls installed’  in 
both new developments and the retrofit 
of existing buildings. 

Pictured here is a property on 
Montpellier Square, SW7, on the market 
for £14,500,000 (Savills, 020 7581 5234). 

Looking for 
inspiration for your 
property? This 480-
page tome takes you 
inside the homes of 
architects around 
the world, exploring 
their choice of 
location, layout, 
style, lighting, 
artwork and 
furnishings.

The Architect’s Home by Gennaro Postiglione, 

published by Taschen, hard cover, £27.99 
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1 Balham, SW12: praised for its 
independent stores, proximity to green 

spaces such as Wandsworth Common, 
farmers’ market, transport links and 
primary schools. ‘Balham is now desired, 
rather than ridiculed,’ the report says, 
alluding to a Peter Sellers joke. Two-
bedroom houses typically cost £400,000.

2 Chiswick, W4: ‘a family oasis par 
excellence’, the report says, with a 

‘villagey feel, plenty of green patches and 
an elegant riverside walk’, as well as an 
‘impressive mix of architecture’. Terraced 
homes are generally £600,000-£800,000.

3 Dulwich, SE22: this ‘leafy, genteel 
haven’ is home to a bucolic park, 

respected schools and Lordship Lane 
shopping hub. Three-bedroom period 
homes start at about £750,000. 

4 Muswell Hill, N10: an area that is ideal 
for middle-class families, the report 

notes, thanks to its excellent state schools, 
relatively affordable homes and lots of 
greenery – four-bed Edwardian terraces 
for around £1.3m. 

5 Richmond, TW10: according to the 
report, this suburb ‘has it all’, alluding 

to the attractive architecture, Richmond 
Park, good schools, narrow streets, 
charcterful shops and a village 
atmosphere. Period detached homes in 
Richmond Hill from £3.5m. 

BEST PLACES TO LIVE IN LONDON
The Sunday Times has revealed its top five places to live in London, 
based on a combination of factors including property prices, 
transport links, quality of schools and natural beauty

The first phase of the 
Battersea Power Station 
development, Circus 
West, will see 800 new 
apartments being built on 
the 39-acre site

Riverside homes in Chiswick are sought after 
by families and young professionals alike

The latest development in the 
transformation of the south side of 
the Thames will see a three-storey 

glass pavilion being erected this month. The 
building will reference the architecture of the 
Battersea Power Station development, with 
extensive use of glass and the creation of a 

beautiful bespoke indoor garden. 
The first new structure to be built on the 

site since the iconic power station itself, the 
pavilion will be used as a customer 
information and sales centre, and will include 
two show apartments and a roof terrace with 
spectacular views over the Thames.

Power to the station

The glass pavilion will be the 
first new structure to be built 

on the site since Battersea 
Power Station
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3 of the BEST...
HOMES WITH GARDENS

PEACEFUL PLOT
St Johns Hill, SW11 £365,000
In a purpose-built block, this spacious ground-floor studio flat  
has a large reception room with double doors leading onto the  
pretty decked garden. 

Douglas & Gordon, 020 7924 2000

With the Chelsea Flower Show in full bloom this month, we’ve 
been checking out local properties with beautiful gardens

WALLED GARDENS 
Fulham Park Gardens, SW6 £4,950,000
Set in its own secluded walled gardens to both front and rear, this 
Grade II listed Victorian villa has five bedrooms and is available 
for only the second time in almost 80 years.

Strutt & Parker, 020 7731 7100

WATER FEATURES
Arthur Rd, SW19 £8,500,000
Built in the last 30 years, this Victorian Gothic-style house has six bedrooms,  
a staff flat and a separate lodge house. The gardens extend to over half an acre 
with exotic plants, trees and water features, as well as an original gypsy caravan.

Savills, 020 8971 8111























All the benefits of living in London but with a village atmosphere, 
great pubs and lots of green spaces – what’s not to love about Fulham?

A sk anyone why they like 
living in Fulham and the 
chances are they’ll reply 
‘the village feel’. It draws 
young professionals and 

families alike, with both groups finding 
plenty to keep them here, from the green 
spaces of Hurlingham Park, South Park, 
Eel Brook Common, Parsons Green and 
Bishop’s Park to the independent shops, 
top-notch restaurants and lively nightlife 
– and all just a stone’s throw from 
central London. 

Property is a big draw too, with many 
people moving from cramped quarters 
in the heart of town in search of more 
space, especially growing families who 
also appreciate the good local schools. 

Victorian and Edwardian terraces are 
in abundance (houses and flats), as well 
as riverside developments such as 
Imperial Wharf, Fulham Reach and the 
upcoming Fulham Riverside. 

The most sought-after addresses are 
around Parsons Green, the 
Peterborough Estate, Eel Brook 
Common, Munster Village, South Park, 
Moore Park Estate, Bishops Park, the 
Hurlingham Club, Munster Road, the 
southern section of the ‘Alphabet 
Streets’, and prime streets leading 
directly off the Fulham Road.

Emma Hanks of Douglas & Gordon 
points to Lillieville Road as a particularly 
popular address: ‘It’s incredibly rare for 
properties to come up for sale,’ she says. 
‘The road has two architectural styles – 
on the left, five-bedroom Victorian 
terraces and on the right, semi-detached 
houses which are almost twice as wide’.

While property is priced favourably 
in comparison to neighbouring Chelsea, 
prices are on the rise, as Anne Soutry of 
Knight Frank notes. ‘Fulham has seen a 
sharp rise in values since November, in 
the region of 15% in some areas,’ she 

says, which she puts down to a shortage 
of stock and rising buyer levels, adding 
that ‘the number of buyers moving from 
Kensington & Chelsea has increased 
from 39% to 50% in the last 12 months’.

Jamie Lester of Haus Properties also 
reports strong demand, ‘with several 
properties going to sealed bids’, while 
Tom de Winton of John D. Wood has 
seen increased demand around the £2m 
mark in comparison to last year, ‘a result 
of the mansion tax being mothballed and 
the weak pound giving a further 
discount to international buyers in 2013’.

The GREEN deal
AREA FOCUS

This refurbished five-bedroom, four-bathroom Nichols ‘Lion’ house is 
located on Bowerdean Street on the sought-after Peterborough Estate: 
£2,500,000 (Knight Frank, 020 7751 2400)

Located in the Imperial Wharf riverside development, this three-bedroom 
apartment with balcony offers impressive views of the gardens and 
Thames: £1,800,000 (John D. Wood, 020 7731 4223)

PROPERTY FOR SALE IN FULHAM
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TYPICAL PRICES:  studios 

from £185,000, two-bedroom 

flats from £250,000 and three-

bedroom houses from £700,000

TYPICAL RENTS: studios 

from £140pw, two-bedroom 

flats from £275pw and three-

bedroom houses from £490pw  

WHO BUYS/RENTS HERE: 

Families, young professionals 

and investors – those seeking 

more space and lower prices 

than in neighbouring Chelsea



PROPERTY

We’re seeing strong 
demand, with several 

properties going to 
sealed bids

Anthony Bell of Kinleigh Folkard & 
Hayward reports that demand in Fulham 
is, in fact, at an ‘all-time high’, with 
buyers being ‘younger than you might 
expect, with many young professionals 
buying with the help of trust funds or 
the bank of mum and dad’. 

This is a trend Ivor Campbell-Davys 
of Strutt & Parker has also noticed, 
commenting that buyers ‘tend to be 
parents buying for their children, or 
investors. Those people with cash in the 
bank, earning them little interest’. He 
also comments that the market is 

‘becoming increasingly segmented by 
the stamp duty thresholds’ and that 
buyers are considering ‘areas which 
only three years ago would have been to 
the periphery, like the latter Alphabet 
Streets or Sands End’.

‘The biggest issue at the moment 
seems to be the disparity between what 
buyers want to pay and what sellers are 
expecting to receive,’ says Glynn Gibb of 
Savills, adding that while ‘best in class’ 
properties are ‘fetching high prices (up 
to £1,200/sq.ft), these are the exception’.

On the lettings side, Georgina 
Cartwright of Strutt & Parker reports 
that ‘smaller houses and flats are in 
particular demand’, adding that ‘buy-to-
let investors should focus on one to 
three-bedroom units and be conscious 
that location and specification are key’. 
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This six-bedroom home on Bradbourne Street has been extended and 
refurbished with state of the art fittings including Lutron lighting and 
integrated sound system: £3,850,000 (Savills, 020 7731 9400)

On Wardo Avenue, this two-bedroom garden flat in a purpose-built 
Victorian terrace is ideally located in the heart in the heart of ‘Munster 
Village’: £750,000 (Douglas & Gordon, 020 7731 4391)
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HOW DID LONDON PROPERTY 
MATCH (LPM) COME ABOUT?
Suzanne Emson and Sarah Snow set 
up the company 20 years ago, when 
buying agents were still a fairly rare 
commodity. Between them they’d 
bought and sold over 30 properties in 
London. Shrewd investment resulted in 
substantial capital growth and allowed 
them to progress rapidly up the 
property ladder while simultaneously 
financing their children’s education. 
They found themselves helping friends 
to make informed property decisions; 
and in due course it became clear that 
what they had on their hands was a 
highly viable business. They recognised 
the need to add some younger blood and 
specialist knowledge to the business, and 
asked me to join the company, 

bringing with me my 
background in law. 
We squared off LPM 
when Tamara Colton 
joined us in a 
poacher-turned-
gamekeeper capacity, 
having been an 
estate agent for 
14 years.

WHAT’S THE 
SECRET TO 
YOUR SUCCESS?
Property buying is a 
mix of emotional 
empathy and hard-
nosed negotiating 
skills. Suzanne and 
Sarah have instilled a 
philosophy conceived 
in the days when they 
were helping family 
friends. ‘Client care’ 
doesn’t even begin to 
cover it. The 
protectiveness we 
bring to every search 
is combined with 
high energy, and a 
richness of local 
knowledge. 

WHICH SECTOR DO YOU 
SPECIALISE IN?
We’re often recommended as an 
agency that is very approachable and 
one that really will handle the whole 
process from start to finish. 
Increasingly, that business model is 
attracting anyone wanting a reliable 
agent to take responsibility at every 
step in a market that’s notoriously 
difficult to navigate. Geographically, 
our area takes in a large swathe of 
Central, West and South West London. 
Many second or third-step overseas 
buyers, who have been living in central 
London for a number of years, are 
moving further out and looking to us to 
unravel the mysteries of Fulham, 
Battersea, Wandsworth or Chiswick, 
the school catchment areas, the 
transport, and the bewildering 

inconsistencies between one postcode, 
or even street, and the next.

DO I NEED A BUYING AGENT 
WHEN I CAN DO IT MYSELF?
The property market is a jungle! Finding 
a property is only half of what we do. 
We know about properties long before 
they appear on the property portals 
putting our clients well ahead of the 
game. Of the properties we bought in 
2012, 13% were off-market and did not 
appear on a website at all. The other 
half of what we do is securing the 
property, getting it for the right price, 
and making sure the deal goes through 
to completion. We submitted sealed 
bids on behalf of clients for 28% of the 
properties we acquired in 2012; we 
won them all. And on 22% of those 
sealed bids we weren’t the highest 
bidder – we won them because in the 
buyer ‘beauty parade’. The vendor was 
reassured by the fact we were 
representing the buyer.

IN CASH-STRAPPED TIMES 
HOW DIFFICULT IS IT TO 
JUSTIFY YOUR FEE?
Most of our clients consider 1% more 
than fair in terms of time input alone. 
But the argument becomes even 
stronger when you consider how 
many deals fall through when 
unrepresented. The potential for 
wasted lawyer fees, surveyor fees, and 
other expenses, is vast. 

Less obvious is the financial benefit 
of buying the ‘right’ property; the one 
that will be easy to sell and for various 
reasons will show good capital 
appreciation. This is our stock in trade.  

Last, but not least, there’s the easy-
to-calculate advantage of successful 
negotiation. In 2012, 44% of the 
properties we acquired were secured 
for under the asking price, with an 
average reduction of 5.3%. We work 
pretty hard for our 1%! But we 
wouldn’t have it any other way.

 London Property Match

 07884 433 059; londonpropertymatch.com; 

enquiries@londonpropertymatch.com 
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NOT ALL BUYING 
agents are the same
Amanda MacCaw asks Sarah Dixon, one of the four London Property Match 
directors, what makes the niche buying agency stand out in a competitive market? 

Sarah Dixon (right) and Tamara Colton 
are directors at London Property Match























JOHN DEAN

020 8673 8855 www.johndean.co.uk

St James’s Drive, Wandsworth Common £795,000 L/H

LOOKING FOR THE WOW FACTOR? We think this stylishly-renovated three bedroom, two bathroom 

apartment with private entrance, fabulous entertaining space and landscaped rear garden might just be 

what you are searching for. EPC: C. 1245 sq.ft / 115.6 sq.m.
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AGENT SPEAKS

What is the special appeal  
of your area?
It is difficult to pinpoint just one reason 
why Wandsworth is such an attractive 
area to live. Wandsworth provides easy 
access to central London, A3 and its 
surrounding areas. The range in 
property type and prices, cheap council 
tax, excellent schools, parks, shopping 
facilities and entertainment offers the 
perfect mix for young professionals and 
families alike. With the steady 
rejuvenation of Wandsworth, whether 
it’s along the river, in the town centre or 
the proposed redevelopment of the 
Young’s Brewery makes it a great place to 
buy or rent, both now and in the future.

What is your favourite local pub/
restaurant/shop/activity?
My favourite pub in Wandsworth is The 
Alma. It’s always teeming with local 
residents so has a friendly, sociable and 
relaxed atmosphere. The popularity of 
the pub is evident to see when the 
Internationals are being shown. For 
instance I have never seen it so full for 
England’s final match of the Six Nations 
against Wales but this is a testament to 
The Alma for providing a great venue to 
watch the games. The Sunday roast is 
something I couldn’t recommend highly 
enough and the service is always 
excellent. 

PROPERTY
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The Tonsleys in 
Wandsworth has a great 
sense of community and 

it’s easy to see why... It’s an 
extremely charming place

Wonderful 
Wandsworth
William Barnes, Lettings Manager, 
Jacksons Estate Agents in Wandsworth

Where is your 
favourite local area?
Having lived in various 
places across South West 
London it is safe to say 
I know the area extremely 
well. However my 
favourite area is the 
Tonsleys in Wandsworth. 
It has a great sense of 
community and it’s easy to 
see why when you are 
constantly bumping into 
people you know; whether 
it’s in the various local 
pubs, restaurants or coffee 
shops. It’s an extremely 
charming place, which often goes 
unnoticed. I like that it’s vastly made up of 
two to three bedroom cottages and is still 
relatively untouched by new development. 
With the station and ever popular Old 
York Road, the Tonsleys provides a village 
environment, which you don’t often get in 
the hustle and bustle of London. 

When is the best time of year  
to let a property?
The busiest time of the lettings market is 
July through to September. Competition 
for properties is high, which commonly 
results in landlords achieving premium 
prices. Families look to acquire homes in 
advance of the school term starting and 
two to four bedroom flats or houses are 
snapped up by young professionals who 
are beginning their careers in London.  

How has the local market changed?
Since the start of 2013, it has become 
apparent that rental prices have become 
static due to the increased levels of stock 
on the market. With buy-to-let mortgages 
on the up, first-time investors and current 
owners are capitalising on the low 
interest rates and high yields to enhance 
the income. With more properties on the 
market, tenants have more bargaining 
power than ever before. So my advice to 
landlords is, be competitive with other 
properties of a similar ilk, be realistic 
with their rental price, ensure their 
property is up to date with any 
improvements needed and listen to your 
appointed agent because they are after all 
at the forefront of the lettings market and 
ultimately looking out for your interests. 

The Alma on Old York 
Road in The Tonsleys, 
Wandsworth, is one 
of William’s favourite 
local pubs

507 Old York Road, Wandsworth SW18 1TF; 020 

8875 8899; Will.Barnes@jacksonsestateagents.com; 

jacksonsestateagents.com
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PROPERTY OF THE MONTH

This handsome Victorian home, 
with six bedrooms and a 
generous, garden, on the 
outskirts of Wimbledon Village is 
on the market with Robert 

Holmes & Company. The property forms a 
major part of what was formerly a substantial 
detached residence situated at the corner of 
Leopold Road and Arthur Road. On the ground 
floor there is a an elegant drawing room, 
dining room (both with fireplaces) and a 
kitchen/ breakfast room with doors out to the 
landscaped garden. On the two upper floors 
you will find six double bedrooms – the master 
bedroom has an adjoining dressing room and 
bathroom – as well as two family bath/shower 
rooms. Outside, there is also a double garage 
as well as driveway parking. 

PROPERTY

Victorian splendour 

£3,000,000, Freehold. Robert Holmes & Company  

020 8947 9833; robertholmes.co.uk

The generous, mature 
garden makes this home 
stand out from the crowd

The property has a traditional 
interior and gives a real 
‘country’ feel
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The Chancellor in his 
March budget has 
announced yet another 
scheme to boast lending 
for the housing market. 

Help to buy is intending to assist 
house buyers who currently have 
insufficient funds for the deposit 
required by the lenders. Help to buy 
is available to any home buyer 
(excluding buy to lets) with values up 
to £600,000 with the Government 
guaranteeing up to 15% of the loan.  
The details have yet to be finalised 
but it should help buyers with a 5% 
deposit. The 3 year scheme is 
expected to help 75,000 home buyers. 
Ultimately one has to take a view on 
the future level of house prices and 
how this will be affected by 
 this scheme.

Julian Hill is a director of Elysian Finance

PROPERTY

Agency
NEWS 

Staff at the Fulham 
Riverside development 
on Red Nose Day

Julian Hill’s expert financial advice and 
three charitable agency achievements

Staff from across the South West London branches of haart 
have helped to raise an impressive £117,347 for charity 
Magic Moments in 2012. From the Three Peaks Challenge to 
Tea Parties, haart staff took part in dozens of weird and 
wonderful activities over the last 12 months as part of their 
ongoing commitment to the charity. Launched in 1998, 
Magic Moments supports the work of a dozen children’s 
hospices throughout the country. To date, it has raised 
almost £800,000. Steve Lamb, Chairman of Magic Moments, 
said: ‘I can’t begin to express my thanks to everyone at haart 
for the amazing effort they have put into generating such a 
record breaking amount of money for Magic Moments. 
From hosting a Bikeathon in the branch to braving sub-zero 
temperatures to completing in the Three Peaks Challenge, 
the staff at haart have once again risen to the challenge to 
support the work of the charity.’

To find out more about Magic Moments visit.magicmomentscharity.com

After a year of epic fundraising throughout 2012, Townends estate 
agents, part of Badger Holdings, has exceeded their whopping 

£75,000 target and were proud and delighted to present a cheque 
for £79,144 to Shooting Star CHASE. Geraldine Sheedy, Head of 
House at Christopher’s Hospice in Guildford, said ‘Our service 

costs approximately £23,000 per day to provide and so to receive 
such a generous sum of money is truly incredible.’

Epic fundraising during 2012

A recent 
YouGov 
survey 

revealed that 

53%
of 

homebuyers 
ranked 

outside space 
as the single 

most 
important 

attribute of a 
new home  
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Haart staff help raise over 
£115,000 for charity

JULIAN HILL ON THE 
‘HELP TO BUY’ SCHEME

HIGH CLIMBER
Alice Evans, Lettings 
Negotiator at John D Wood & 
Co. in Wandsworth, is 
undertaking a gruelling 17-
day trek to Mount Everest’s 
Base Camp to raise money for 
Marie Curie Cancer Care on 24 
April 2013. The trip is entirely 
self-funded and Alice aims to 
raise £2,700. ‘I chose Marie Curie Cancer Care as it is a charity 
close to my heart which has provided a great deal of support 
recently for close friends,’ says Alice. ‘Since January I have been 
training hard to ensure I am both physically and mentally fit for 
this challenge. If you would like to sponsor Alice please visit:  
justgiving.com/AliceMilly-Evans







*Source: homes24.co.uk database October 2012

Look local first with

Download 
homes24’s 

iPhone & Android
apps for FREE

With now over 
80,000* homes 
for sale over
£500,000,
there are even
more reasons to
visit homes24
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Stress-free 
moving
Edwards Removals, the specialist removal 
company contracted to the Royal Household, 
offers expert advice for a seamless move

They say that moving home can be 
one of the most stressful 
experiences, but with careful 

planning and the right advice, your 
move can run smoothly. Edwards 
Removals in London, contracted to the 
Royal Household, offers helpful hints on 
how to execute a stress-free move.

When looking for a removals 
company, ensure they are registered 
with the British Association of Removers 
(BAR). The BAR set industry standards 
by their membership criteria, and the 
Trading Standards Institute code of 
practice. To find a member near you, 
visit bar.co.uk.

It’s best to select 3 companies to visit 
your home for a free survey and quote. 
The surveyor will need to review your 
home including any storage spaces to 
give you the most accurate pricing.  
Ask plenty of questions and be sure to 
give the surveyor as much detail  
as possible.

One of the most time consuming 
parts of your move can be the packing. 
Most removal companies offer a full 
pack and unpacking service, but be sure 
staff are fully trained in specialist 
packing techniques for your valuable 
items such as china and glass to antiques 
and art collections.

Insurance is a must when moving 
home. Whilst every care is taken  
by your removal company to handle 
your possessions safely, there  
are some outside influences that  
cannot be controlled, such as weather  
or third parties. Most companies  
should offer a range of insurance 
options, so be sure to ask for cover to be 
included in your removal quote.

If you are looking for a first  
class removals experience, Edwards  
is the premier choice. Contact  
their friendly team today for  
more information.

 020 8838 5566; edwardsremovals.com
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The first quarter of the 
year has flown by, we 
have experienced a large 
increase in buyers 
registering, and the 

lowest amount of properties being 
listed for sales. With Spring now here, 
(presumably the sun will follow) we 
don’t expect to see a radical change in 
supply and demand, which still makes 
this market a seller’s one. Our advice 
to buyers is that if you see something 
you like, make sure you go in strong 
with your negotiations, there are 
plenty of buyers snapping at your 
heels. Good quality two-bed garden 
flats are achieving record prices, along 
with the houses in the ‘catchment’ area 
to Honeywell and Belleville. Our mix of 
domestic and international buyers 
means that the demand remains at an 
all-time high. 

 douglasandgordon.com

PROPERTY

Manager, Douglas & Gordon’s Battersea branch
Tamzin Incledon 
A WORD FROM

This two-bedroom 
flat is ideally located 
for easy access to 
both Wandsworth 
and Clapham 
Commons, all the 
shops, bars and 
restaurants found 
on the ever-popular 
Northcote Road, and 
the transport links at 
Clapham Junction, 
Clapham South 
and Wandsworth 
Common.

Montholme Road 
SW11
2 bedrooms,
2 bathrooms 
£750,000 
share of freehold

020 7924 2000; 
battsales@dng.co.uk

This stunning five 
doubled-bedroom 
mid-terrace 
Victorian house on 
Bramfield Road has 
been beautifully 
maintained by its 
current owners.

Bramfield Road, 
SW11
5 bedrooms 
2 bathrooms 
£1,295,000, freehold

 020 8675 4400; 
clapsthsales@dng.co.uk

Our mix of domestic and international 
buyers means that the demand in this 
area remains at an all-time high

resident
SW

Properties in 
Battersea are 
achieving record 
prices. This is still very 
much a seller’s market


































